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Come Join in the Fun: 
Trout Derby 2013 

 
The main fundraiser for the Nature Center is right 
around the corner with the 18th Annual Trout Derby 
scheduled for Saturday, April 20 and Sunday, April 
21, 2013. Planning has been underway for several 
months by an active committee co-chaired by the 
dynamic duo of Kirby Duncan and Dick Cofiell.  
 
Rules and the prize structure have been maintained 
from last year; entry fees are $35 for adults 
registering prior to April 6th; $40 thereafter. Children 
4 to 10 years of age may register for $10. Please note 
that children under the age of 4 years may not 
participate; however, special children’s activities are 
planned at the Nature Center on Saturday of Derby 
weekend. During January and early February, 
volunteers will be busy beavers preparing 2,500 
registration forms for mailing with volunteer Lois 
Cofiell overseeing every aspect of this important 
task.  
 
Other people taking lead roles in the derby are: 
Signal Flare to kick off the Trout Derby:  Katie 
Jackson (Neal Taylor’s granddaughter). Tagged trout 
planting:  County Park rangers and Kirby Duncan, 
Tim Burmood, Jerry Witcher and Dave Hale. Weigh 
station chiefs: Sandi and Jerry Witcher. Raffle: 
Carolyn Dougherty and Barbara Gutmann. Children’s 
activities: Susan Burmood. Awards Program:  John 
Henigin, board member and founder of Fish Talk 
Radio Friday evening “fish talk”: Harry Dewitt. 
Photographers: Roger Millikan and Rudi Bender. 
Scheduling: Dick Cofiell. Pot-luck: Judy Duncan. 
Camping: Dick Cofiell. Tee shirts: Nicole Neal.  
 
Dale Wilson of Wilson Printing for the 4th year in a 
row will be providing the printing of 2500 
registrations forms and hundreds of posters to 
promote this major fundraiser for the Nature Center. 
Graphic artist Sarah Weems, who has a degree in 

graphic arts and design from Portland State 
University, will update the poster she created last 
year with this year’s sponsors.  The posters will be 
ready for distribution in early March. In the 
meantime we will have a save the date poster ready 
for distribution and Eric Neal has taken on the task of 
getting the word out by posting it in Santa Barbara 
and Goleta.  If anyone would like to help with 
posting in the Santa Ynez Valley, please contact our 
executive director Julie McDonald. As plans stand 
now, a lead volunteer will be assigned to each shift 
for registration, weigh station and raffle sales. This 
individual will be urged to attend a mini-training 
session on the procedures for that station.  This will 
help to streamline and formalize the registration 
process and to standardize handling of fish and sales 
of raffle tickets. Dates and times of these training 
sessions will be announced. 
 
Anyone interested in serving on the Trout Derby 
Committee should plan to attend the next meeting 
Wednesday, February 13, 4:00-5:00 at the Nature 
Center. 
 

Area Schools Kids 
Cruise into the Wild 
at Cachuma Lake 

by Liz Gaspar, Park Naturalist 
Kids pile out of their buses noisily, preoccupied by 
each other, their lunch, the movement of the crowd, 
their teachers.  They tug sweaters, sniffle, talk over 
each other, swing backpacks, wander, shove, laugh.  
Teachers, parents, docents, and naturalists become 
shepherds.  After a few minutes, the kids form into 
nebulas. After more coaxing, the calm prevails and 
the kids’ attention converges. They are EXCITED.  
(continued next page) 
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This scenario has been repeated a thousand plus 
hundreds of times in the last 25 years—from the very 
beginning of the park nature programs popularized by 
County Park Naturalist Neal Taylor in the 1980s. The 
format hasn’t changed much in that time.  Each year, 
over 3000 school children and adults visit Cachuma 
Lake as part of this program.  
Cruise into the Wild, the Cachuma Lake Recreation Area 
elementary school field trip program, matches young 
visitors with nature in three lively ways: through boat-
faring exploration, “five-sense” trail walks, and the 
explore-it-yourself Neal Taylor Nature Center.  
Cachuma Lake park naturalists, park interpretive 
volunteers, and Nature Center hosts welcome and guide 
children in each activity. Large groups are divided into a 
3-way round robin—while trail kids smell cowboy 
cologne, and the boat gang watches how an osprey 
catches a fish, students in the Center learn how arrow 
heads are made and what they are made of.   
Here is a brief description of each Cruise Into the Wild 
field trip activity: 
 
Wildlife Cruise 
“The boat ride was awesome. It was cool to see a 
King Snake on the side of the cliff.” – Mahni 
 
Outings focus on watersheds and the ecology of oak 
woodland, savannah, and lake habitats. General 
emphasis is on wildlife watching including mammals, 
resident and migratory birds including Bald Eagles, plant 
life and geology, as well as Chumash history and life 
ways. Binoculars are provided and wildlife observation 
skills are emphasized. Life vests are provided and worn 
at all times. 
 

Five Sense Trail Walk 
“Why does the sapsucker do rings around the tree? I 
had a blast! ! !” – Travis 
 
We travel through our senses from a bird’s eye view to 
the aroma of sages via oak savanna, oak woodland, 
chaparral, and lakeside habitats.  We witness the 
intimacies of the web of life and emphasize adaptive 
qualities of organisms. Quail, woodpeckers, lizards, and 
butterflies move around us.  Bird and animal nests wait 
to be discovered. We also explore the “daily household 
products” of the plant world and learn of their uses in the 
daily lives of traditional people and settlers of the past. 
 
 

Neal Taylor Nature Center 
“My favorite part of the nature center was the wall 
with the outline of birds with outstretched wings 
that you could spread your arms out and see which 
one that matched your arm span. Did you know that 
I was closest to an osprey?” - Ben 
 

The Nature Center is ideal for curious young naturalists. 
Hands-on is the rule, offering touch tables, visual 
displays, games, interactive exhibits, and a bird-viewing 
window. Students can challenge themselves to an indoor 
“scavenger hunt,” or pace themselves through discovery 
of their “backyard”- the Santa Ynez River Valley, 
Chumash and settler history, geology, birds, animals, 
and plants. The Neal Taylor Nature Center operates as a 
private, not-for-profit discovery center that partners with 
Cachuma Lake Recreation Area.  
Many of the children who come on these trips are from 
schools with a majority of children in the state school 
lunch program. Often the students have never been on a 
boat before or never walked on a trail.  They have never 
explored with the freedom of “hands-on,” as they can in 
the Center. Beside the educational benefit, teachers 
report that they can see an emotional lift in their students 
that lingers long after the trip. One instructor at an 
alternative high school said a particular student calmed 
and opened up during a trip in a way he never had and 
that the change was lasting.  
Not only is the trip a memorable blast for school kids, 
the Cruise into the Wild program aligns with the 
California State Curriculum Science Standards.  Go to 
www.cachuma.com, School Field Trip Activities for 
more information about the trips and the specific aligned 
standards in Life Science, Earth Science, and 
Investigation and Experimentation for K – 6th grades. 
This trip is also appropriate for middle and high school 
levels. 

To Book a Trip  
Call or email Liz Gaspar at the Naturalists’ Office: (805) 
688-4515, lgaspar@sbparks.org. 

 
Let's Cruise into the Wild 
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Dan and Lindsay Whipple strumming 

 
Creepy Creatures was a 

Successful Event! 

Co-sponsored by the Neal Taylor Nature Center and 
the Cachuma Lake Recreation Area 

 
by Julie Anne McDonald - Executive Director 

 
This fall’s Creepy Creature event was a grand 
success with over 250 kids and parents 
attending! Long-time docent Jerry Witcher did 
an incredible job as the chair of October's annual 
Creepy Creatures educational program and I 
want to thank him and his entire crew for such a 
great event. Everyone worked hard and enjoyed 
putting together this special day for visitors to 
the NTNC.  Docents, volunteers, naturalists, and 
 park hosts all contributed to the success. 
 

 

Naturalist Liz Gaspar scheduled the presenters 
and arranged for live music, a first and 
wonderful addition  to the event.    
  
Volunteer Lois Cofiell and her team of Bree and 
Samantha did creative theme appropriate face 
painting to the delight of the kids and their 
parents.  Docent Roger Millikan was busy 
capturing all the activities with camera always at 
the ready for these wonderful candid shots 
accompanying this article. 
  
 Board member  Sandi Witcher, assisted by 
volunteers Carolyn and Kylee Dougherty led the 
very popular children's craft of creating bat 
masks  with beads, candy corn teeth and popsicle 
sticks.  Naturalist Rosey Bishop always had a 
crowd around her as she shared all  kinds of 
bones and challenged people to guess  the animal 
they belonged to. 
  

 
 
Two wonderful witches-Nicole Neal and Susan 
Schwartz-complete with spider accessories, 
served punch  (witches' brew) and 
 popcorn  to guests.   Carolyn and Kylee also 
helped with the Bear Facts session featuring one 
of the Center's huge bear skins. 
  
Board president Barbara Gutmann and Sandi 
Witcher served as official Center hostesses, 
greeting and giving out stickers.  Park/Center 
hosts Sue and David Schwartz toured the 
campgrounds prior to the event to invite campers 
to attend. 



 5 

 
 

Many hands make bat masks. 
 

 The pre-event preparation and the outdoor set up 
teams were hard-working and were a huge help.  
They included Jerry, Sandi, Marilyn Whitfield, 
Tommie Miller, Irene Drennan, Bob Runnels, Kirby 
Duncan, Eileen Aylesworth, Dick Cofiell and Lois, 
Bruce Vanderhoef, Eric Neal and Nicole, Lowell 
McLellan, Chuck Scott, and naturalists Liz 
and Rosey.    
 
Special thanks to Santa Barbara Ice Company for 
their generous donation of 25 pounds of dry ice for 
the "spooky" witches' brew". The kids loved it! 
  

 
 

Gabrielle Drozdowsky and Max 

I would also like to thank the presenters -  Todd 
Baron (Balloon Man), Alice Abela (all sorts of 
critters),  Gabrielle Drozdowsky and her assistant  
(Great Horned & Screech Owl table) and Lindsay 
and Dan Whipple (music and entertainment).  You 
all brought such a high level of hands-on learning to 
this year's event and we look forward to seeing you 
all next year.   
 
 

 
 

Rosey Bishop shows off her bones. 
 

Thank you again for the great team effort and a 
wonderful community event! 
 

 

 
 

Our newly rebuilt Puppet Theater 
constructed by Dick Cofiell and Gil Graves 
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Memberships, Gifts and 
Donations – 2012 
 
$10,000+ 
Charles Alva 
 
$6000 - $9999 
Carol Smagala  
 
$2500 - $5999 
Foundation Council of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians 
 
$1000-$2499 
Julia E. Wilkerson  
New Frontiers Natural Market  
Christian Science Society  
 
$500-$999 
Sandra and Jerry Witcher  
Santa Barbara Fish and Game Commission  
Roger Millikan  
David Borgatello - Marborg Industries   
Lowell and Shirley  McLelllan  
Gil Graves  
Peyton and Suzanne Bucy  
Lori Anne Haynes and Lucinda Lee Williams  
Chet and Traci Roberts - Rocky Mountain Recreation Company  
Heloise and Sandy Powers  
Community West Bank  
Mary Lloyd and Ken Mills  
Ann Petroni  
Julie and Ralph Isabelle 
Harrison Hardware 
 
$250-$499 
Frank and Marlene Bucy  
David and Barbara Hale  
Barbara and Jim Gutmann  
Susan Ham and Bruce Vanderhoef  
Ross and Jess Millikan  
Charles and Patricia McPartlin  
Si  and Karen Jenkins  
Leo and Patti Sandow  
John and Ruth Rowe  
Ron and Judith Dale  
 
 
$100-$250 
Matthew and Laura Wilson  
Rosemary Arnold and Lisa French  
Zelda Hughes  
Robert and Judith Manning  
John Barney  
Nielsen's Market  
Greg Donovan and Amy Derryberry 
Kirby and Judy Duncan   
William Ross and Julie McDonald  
Arnoldi's Restaurant - Carol Smagala 
Connie & Marty Silver 
Robert and Carolyn Duncan  
Jim and Jean McDonald  
Robert Runnels  
Tomasita (Tommie) Miller  
Patricia and Jerry Martin  
Neil and Janet O’Connell  
Shayna Rockwell  
Linda Taylor  
Dick and Lois Cofiell  
Peter Dullea  
Darlene and Sam Chirman  
Randy and Elise Tripp  
Judith Etchelecu  
Albert and Lynda Williams Terres  
Jane Okon and Susan Andrews  
Tony Mendesh  
Julie Kummel  
D.L. Electric, Inc.  

George and Ellie Jones  
William and Marguerite Graham  
Carroll Barrymore  
Eileen Aylesworth  
Daniel  Lenz - Lenz Pest Control  
Joyce and Don Love  
Ron and Sandy Wilmot  
Jed Hendrickson  
Jeff and Lisa Logan  
Paul and Virginia Barrett   
Bill and Chris McCallister  
Nancy States  
Maggie Klages  
Vince and Sandy Sullivan   
Michael and Vivian Pahos  
John Evarts and  Marjorie Popper  
William MacDonald - Federal Drug Company  
Robert Carmody  
Peri & Alvarado CPA. Inc.  
Paul Cashman -State Farm Insurance  
Brian Lincoln  
John and Barbara Ahlman  
Niki Sandoval  
Kristie Sanchez  
Richard Kern  
 
Under $100 
Neil and Kathleen Hicks  
Perry Onorina  
William and Betsy Green  
Donald Henderson and Alice M. Cahill  
Van and Diane Barr  
Peter Schuyler and Lisa Stratton  
Don and Dianna Ricky  
Carla D'Antonio  
Wayne F. Roth  
Lessie Nixon  
Fritz and Hildegard Amacher 
Charles Faulding  
Richard and Alice Michener  
Annie Ruano  
Bev McCurdy  
Bill and Jacque Fondren  
George Smith  
William Faulding  
Becky Jo Deutsch  
Frederic Blaser  
Marilou Rivera  
Larry and Carolyn Wilson  
Kim Albright  
Jack Sanford  
Marion B. Schlinger  
Helen Brown  
Terry Callahan  
 
 
 
 
Your generous support allows 
us to continue to bring high 
level educational and hands-on 
programming and exhibits to 
the communities of Santa 
Barbara County and beyond.  
Thank you for your support. 
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Rosey Bishop 

 
Things are Looking Rosey 

at Cachuma Lake 
by Liz Gaspar, Park Naturalist 

 
Anyone who sees naturalist Rosey Bishop with a 
group of kids can tell right away that she’s just 
that—a natural.  She speaks with them as equals, 
she plays with them, she uses humor, and she 
commands their attention with calm and alacrity.  
 
Rosey joined the Cachuma Lake Recreation Area 
naturalist program as a seasonal last spring—thick 
in the middle of the 75-kids-a-day  school season 
crush—and never missed a step.   Right away she 
was leading kids on trail walks and overseeing the 
Park’s Junior Ranger program; in summer she led 
evening campfire programs.  She also began 
training to pilot the lake cruise tour vessel. Rosey 
mastered her endurance (a required job skill when 
working with kids!) and training in the 
neighborhood, at the Rancho Allegre Outdoor 
School.  Rosey was hired there as a naturalist in 
January 2008, after a brief 2-month internship. 
 
Rosey is one of those lucky individuals whose job 
training began as a child. She credits her parents for 
giving her a heart for the outdoors.  They lived on 
Mountain Drive, for one thing, where you could 
hear coyotes every night, and encountering wildlife 
in the yard was not uncommon.  More importantly, 
her parents made a priority of spending family time 
hiking or at the beach, for example.   Exposure to 

the outdoors was an everyday part of life; in her 
words, “It led me to where I am.” 
 
When she was looking for work after returning 
from college, she applied for the job at the Outdoor 
School and was hired. That was a life-changing 
event: It is where she met her husband, Jay Bishop.   
Jay also played a role in influencing her career. He 
was inspiring for the way he connected with kids, 
and he opened her eyes to other interests--he is a 
skilled birder and introduced Rosey to the joy of 
bird watching.  Jay and Rosey dated for three years, 
and were married last September.  
 
Rosey applied for the seasonal position with the 
County Parks Department at Cachuma Lake 
because Jay was promoted to Education Director, 
and she couldn’t continue working under his 
direction at the Outdoor School.  We are very lucky 
to have her with us, using her talents and skills.  
She now co-leads the lake cruises and education 
programs at Cachuma Lake on a part-time basis.  
 
In her spare time, besides substitute teaching, you 
might find Rosey out mushroom hunting or birding 
with her husband, Jay.  She enjoys a good 
workout—hiking, biking, and walking. “I like 
spending time to better myself as a naturalist.”  
Rosey also loves literature—you might ask her 
what she’s listened to lately on books on tape.  And, 
of course, she’s married now, so, “Can you put 
being a wife as a hobby?” She offers that, “No 
matter what walk of life, kids feel happiness and 
curiosity and become inquisitive when exposed to 
the outdoors. They’re not afraid of getting dirty.” 
She continues, “We bring that out in them—seeing 
the wonder and seeing interesting things happen in 
nature. It’s neat to be a part of that—with adults, 
too, not just kids.” 
 

Hooked on Books news 
  
The annual Thanksgiving Hooked on Books sale 
brought in $767, while January sales added $469. 
The books were flying off the shelves. Happy 
buyers then headed to the Nature Center to see what 
their dollars support. What a win-win effort! 
  
The next sale is Saturday, February 16, 10-2 (unless 
raining or too wet) followed by the sales at 
the NTNC Annual Trout Derby on April  20 and 
21.    Stop by and find some real bargains on some 
wonderful books. 
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Neal Taylor Nature Center 
at Cachuma Lake 
2265 Highway 154 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
(805) 693-0691 
 
Exec. Director – Julie McDonald 
julie@clnaturecenter.org 
 
Board of Directors 
President - Barbara Gutmann 
Vice President - Kirby Duncan 
Sec./Treas. - Lowell McLellan  
Director - Dave Hale 
Director - Sandi Witcher 
Director – John Henigin 
Director – Charles Faulding 
 
S. B. County Park 
Naturalist Office 
(805) 688-4515 
Park Naturalist - Liz Gaspar 
Seasonal Naturalist Rosey Bishop 

Cachuma Lake Recreation 
Area Nature Events 
 
Guided Nature Walk 
Sat. 10:00 - 11:30 am 
Meet at the Nature Center 
 
Junior Rangers 
Sat. 12:30 - 1:30 pm 
Meet at the Nature Center 
 
Eagle Cruises 
Fri 10 am to noon & 2 to 4 pm 
Sat 10 am to noon & 2 to 4 pm 
Sun       10 to noon 
 
Reservations are recommended 
 
Fees: Adults $15, kids $7. Sorry no 
kids under 4. Bring a warm jacket. 
Meet at marina 1/2 hour before 
departure.  
Call (805) 686-5050 weekdays, or 
(805) 686-5055 on week-ends

Nature Center and Gift Shop 
hours 
Mon         closed 
Tue – Sat 10 am to 4 pm 
Sun    10 am to 2 pm  
 
 
Coming Special Events 
 
Trout Derby 
April 20 and 21 
See page 3 for details! 
 
Used Book Sale 
Sat. Feb. 16th 
10 am - 2 pm at 
the Nature Center 
 
This newsletter is published four 
times a year. Comments are 
welcome. 
 
rcmillikan@cox.net 
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