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20th ANNUAL FISH DERBY 
APRIL 18th & 19th 2015 

By Eric Neal, Derby Chairman 
 

     The Neal Taylor Nature Center Annual Fish 

Derby will be held this year on April 18th and 19th, 

rain or shine! 

     Due to circumstances beyond our control and 

wanting to continue this great annual fishing 

tradition, this year’s Derby has a bit of twist from 

the past year’s “all trout” derby.  The tournament has 

been expanded to include: trout, bass, crappie, 

sunfish (aka, blue gill, red ear, perch, etc…), catfish, 

and even carp. This year’s Fish Derby is wide open 

to just about everything you could possibly fish out 

of the lake.  This means more and bigger prizes, 

opening up your odds of winning some big money at 

this year’s Derby.  This year’s Fish Derby will offer 

more than $5000 in cash prizes plus thousands more 

in merchandise for you lucky anglers. 

     The Fish Derby prize structure has been adjusted 

to include the additional species and this year’s 

winners will be determined by the overall weight of 

the fish with the length being used as the tie breaker.  

Prizes of $599 and $300 will be awarded to the 1
st
 

and 2
nd

 heaviest fish caught in all categories as well 

as thousands of dollars in prizes and merchandise for 

kid’s categories 15 years and younger. 

     The annual NTNC Derby is an excellent time to 

gather your family and friends for a weekend 

camping out at the lake.  There is plenty to do for 

adults and kids alike.  Hope to see you April 18-19
th

 

at this year’s Fish Derby. 

     All participants must be registered and have an 

official Fish Derby badge and must be at least 4 

years old.  All registered anglers are eligible for door 

prizes worth hundreds of dollars, which will be 

given away at the Awards Ceremony on Sunday at 1 

p.m. at the Fireside Theater.  (Door prize winners 

must be present to win.)  Cash prizes will be mailed 

to winners if they are not present at the ceremony.  

     Entry fees are $35 per individual if postmarked 

by April 4
th

 and $40 thereafter.  Youth ages 4 to 15 

are $10.  Participants registered by April 4
th

 will 

receive a packet and ID badge in the mail. All other 

derby participants can register and pick up their 

badge and packet at the Derby Headquarters starting 

at noon on Friday, April 17. 

     If you have not received a registration form, you 

can call the Derby Hotline (805) 693-8381 or go to 

our website www.clnaturecenter.org or 

The Flyer 
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www.troutderby.org. In addition to preregistration, 

participants can sign up at the Derby Headquarters 

starting at noon on Friday, April 17.  

     For the second year in a row - ALFRESCO 

PICNIC, a locally owned company in the Santa 

Ynez Valley will be providing delicious food for 

purchase at the Derby.  They will be open by 5 AM 

on Saturday and 6 AM on Sunday for that welcome 

coffee, hot chocolate (with homemade 

marshmallows) and breakfast items.  They will also 

serve lunch and will offer fresh salads with 

homemade dressings, hot dogs, deli sandwiches and 

cold drinks and chips and cookies to satisfy our 

hunger with healthy and local foods.  Thank you to 

John Walker and Kathleen Sinclair, owners of 

Alfresco Picnic, for their ongoing commitment and 

contribution to the Nature Center's Derby. 

     Raffle: Many valuable and fun prizes are 

available to the lucky winners.  You can purchase 

raffle tickets from 12 noon Friday, April 17 through 

the end of the Derby at noon on Sunday, April 19.  

The winning tickets will be drawn at the Awards 

Ceremony.  You do not need to be present to win. 

     Visit the Neal Taylor Nature Center: The 

Center will be open from 10-4 on Friday and 

Saturday, and Sunday 10-noon.  Admission is free 

AND registered participants will each receive a 

ticket to deposit at the Center to win $100 at a 

special drawing at the Awards Ceremony. 

     Free Children's Activities: On Saturday from 1 

PM - 3 PM there will be arts and crafts, face painting 

and other fun things on the lawn of the Nature 

Center for all children in the park that day. 
 

 
Avery (Photo: Diana Lee Crew) 

     Two Hour Tours on Cachuma Lake with the 

SB County Parks naturalist will take place during the 

Derby. Reservations are recommended.  Call (805) 

686-5050 for reservations or at the park main gate. 

    Book and Yard Sale: Shop for bargains with 

wonderful books and selected other merchandise in 

the parking lot and garage area of the Nature Center 

on Saturday 10 AM - 3 PM or Sunday 10 AM – 2 

PM.  

     What's Up At Cachuma Lake?  A free 

presentation will be held at the Fireside Theater on 

Friday evening April 17 at 7 PM.  Come listen to 

fish tales and share some of your own stories too!  

     The Annual Trout/Fish Derby is the year’s major 

fund-raiser for the Neal Taylor Nature Center.  It is a 

great family event with lots of fun and prizes and 

opportunities to enjoy Cachuma Lake and the great 

outdoors.  Our docents and volunteers welcome all 

of the participants and visitors to have a great 

weekend at Cachuma Lake and to enjoy the 

very special Nature Center. 
 

 
Rod & Reel Winners-Derby 2014 (Photo: Rudi Bender) 

 

BREAKING NEWS 
Cachuma Lake Permitted to Stock 

Rainbow Trout this Spring 
     Santa Barbara County Parks has good news for 

all anglers and visitors to Cachuma Lake.   In 

cooperation with the California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife, it has been agreed that County Parks 

will be granted a permit to stock rainbow trout at 

Cachuma Lake this spring. 

     The agreement with DFW came after meetings 

with the County. 

     Up to 10,000 pounds of triploid rainbow trout are 

set to be planted in April and the fish are being 

supplied by both Dept. of Fish and Wildlife and the 

County of Santa Barbara.  The fish ordered for the 

plant will be of varying, ranging in size from half a 

pound to eight and half pounds. 

     The trout plants will occur before the annual Neal 

Taylor Nature Center Fish Derby to be held on April 

18 and 19, the annual fund-raiser for this non-profit.  

There will be a full slate of activities for families on 

http://www.troutderby.org/
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derby weekend.  For more information, go to 

www.troutderby.org.  

 

Boat users/owners: 

Quagga and Zebra Mussel alert! 
 

     Due to the continued threat of quagga mussels, 

Cachuma Lake has a mandatory inspection and 30 

day quarantine for all boats without an authorized 

Cachuma Lake wired tag.  Kayaks and canoes are 

exempt.  Your boat must have quagga mussel 

clearance or you cannot launch.  Please check for 

updates to the inspection protocol and learn about 

offsite boat inspection options at www.sbparks.org 

well before you plan to arrive at the Derby. 

 

Status Report:  Lake and Grill 
By Bob Runnels 

 

     Lake Cachuma is showing the effects of 3 ½ years 

of drought.  The lake level is down 65’ and is only 

30% of capacity.  We are still receiving state water 

inflow for now so the lake level has not changed in 

the last several months.  The lake level is at an 

elevation of 688’ so the gravity feed to the South 

Coast is still viable.  Once the level drops to 682’ 

then water will have to be pumped south.      

     At the end of the last drought in 1991 the lake 

was down 92’ and at a capacity of only 15%.  Then 

the “March Miracle” occurred.  It rained 5” per day 

for two consecutive days.  These downpours 

increased the capacity to 45%, and two years later 

the lake was full and overflowed its spillway. 
 

 
Cachuma Lake – March 2015 (Photo: Roger Millikan) 

     The grill café at the marina is still under 

construction.  It is being built on a concrete slab 

which has been tiled in the kitchen area.  The roof is 

metal and green in color.  The exterior walls will 

have a washed rock waist with wood panels above.  

The inside dining area will be well lit with lots of 

windows and also has an attractive ceiling. 

The completion date is uncertain.  Currently, 

the building is waiting for the electrical power 

system to be installed.  Optimistically, they hope to 

open by the 4
th

 of July. 

 
New grill under construction (Photo: John Rose) 

 

Nature Center Hosts 
 

     The Nature Center has been very fortunate to 

have Bill and Jane Walsh as hosts since October 

2014.  They are a dynamic pair and their work has 

been of the highest caliber!  Bill has worked on the 

improvement and upkeep of the Nature Center.  Jane 

greeted visitors to the Nature Center and worked in 

the gift shop.   
 

 
Camp hosts Jane & Bill Walsh 

     The story of their travels is very interesting.  Jane 

and Bill have been on an extended adventure since 

1969.  They left Philadelphia to live in the northern 

Maine woods in 1978 with their daughter and fell in 

love with the state.  They were always tenters and 

backpackers in their younger days traveling all over 

the world and the USA.  They backpacked across 

Australia and New Zealand and then Indonesia.  Five 

years ago they sold their home and bought an RV 

and have been chasing the sun since.  They have 
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volunteered all over the U.S. and are having a 

wonderful time meeting folks, telling their stories, 

listening to other people’s stories and just loving 

life.  Bill has brightened the Nature Center by 

painting various rooms and lending his skill and 

expertise on many other maintenance projects.  Jane 

has made the Nature Center sparkle by cleaning and 

sprucing up the displays.  Both Bill and Jane have 

been invaluable to the Nature Center and their 

dedication is truly appreciated.  They are getting 

ready to embark on their next adventure and will be 

leaving in the next couple of weeks.  We wish them 

all the best and hope their travels eventually bring 

them back to the Nature Center and Cachuma Lake. 

 

Project FeederWatch 

Project FeederWatch, operated by the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology (USA) and Bird Studies Canada is well 

under way at the Neal Taylor Nature Center.  It is 

under the diligent and watchful management of 

volunteer David Higgins who first became involved in 

this program in 1995 counting birds in his own 

backyard.  Along with other volunteers in various 

locales in North America, David regularly counts the 

birds he sees at the Nature Center’s bird feeders from 

November through early April.  For each bird species 

the highest number of individuals seen at one time is 

reported.  The accumulated data assists scientists to 

track broad movements of winter bird populations and 

trends in bird abundance and distribution.  
 

 
David Higgins at work (Photo: Julie McDonald) 

     On Tuesday and Wednesday mornings for at least 

one half hour David can be found sitting at the window 

in the Nature Center Bird Room conducting his (and 

our!) bird count for the 21 weeks of the program.  At 

the termination of this year’s bird count David will e-

mail his collected data to the Ornithology Lab at 

Cornell University. 

     The NTNC pays a nominal fee ($15) to participate.  

The total fees from all participants helps fund this 

important nonprofit program.   It is felt that without the 

fees Project FeederWatch would not be able to 

continue. 

     It is significant to note that the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology is also a nonprofit organization.  Their 

stated mission… “to interpret and conserve the earth’s 

biological diversity through research, education, and 

citizen science focused on birds”. 

     Bird Studies Canada explains that they are 

“committed to advancing the understanding, 

appreciation and conservation of Canada’s wild birds 

and their habitats”. 

     Together the Cornell Lab of Ornithology (USA) and 

Bird Studies Canada conduct Project FeederWatch. 

 

Saving Wildlife Program 

     Be sure to save Saturday, May 16, 11 AM.  Steve 

Mehren of Saving Wildlife International will 

introduce us to several of his current residents (birds 

and animals) and point out their similarities and 

differences to those who inhabit our park and extended 

local area.  He will high light a number of 

environmental and wildlife issues.  This program is 

always a favorite offering.  So as not to excite our 

visiting birds and animals we request that you do NOT 

bring your own pets to the program.  Your donations 

and support of our fundraising efforts throughout the 

year enable us to schedule this program (for the 15th 

year) with no charge for admission.  (There is a $10 

per car admission fee to enter the Cachuma Lake 

County Park.)  You are invited to bring lawn chairs or 

“sit-upons” to comfortably enjoy this special hour on 

the lawn in front of our Neal Taylor Nature Center. 

 
Enthralled audience!  (Photo: Rudi Bender) 
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Adult and Kids’ Fishing 
Workshops 

 
ADULT FISHING WORKSHOP - Saturday 

May 30, 9:00 AM - noon. 
 

 
Getting ready to cast (Photo: Rudi Bender) 

 

     Want to learn some new techniques for fishing or 

brush up on what you already know?  Then this 

Workshop is for YOU!  This Adult Fishing 

Workshop will include tying knots, kinds of fish in 

the lake, salt water fishing, casting, fly fishing and 

where to fish in the lake.  There will be five stations 

and groups can spend 15-20 minutes at each one for 

a lesson.  Expert anglers are volunteering their time 

to teach the fundamentals of fishing.  

     The program will begin with a short talk on 

fishing in general and an introduction of the teachers 

of the day.  Attendance is limited to 30 people, and 

there is a $10 fee to attend. Register early to reserve 

a space by emailing Julie McDonald at 

Julie@clnaturecenter.org.  
 

 
Let’s Go Fishing (Photo: Rudi Bender) 

 

FREE KIDS FISHING WORKSHOP - 
Saturday, July 18th 8:45 AM - noon 

     On July 18th it’s the kids’ turn to learn all about 

fishing! This workshop will have the same topics 

and set up as the Adult Workshop on June 22nd. It is 

limited to 50 kids ages 7-15, and preregistration is 

necessary.  Please email Julie McDonald at 

Julie@clnaturecenter.org to reserve a space. 

 

 

The Passport Program 
 

     The Santa Barbara Educators’ Roundtable 

(SBERT) met at Ganna Walska Lotusland in 

Montecito on Wednesday, March 11, 2015.  The 

twenty members represent those organizations 

dedicated to education in history, natural history, 

science, art, culture and conservation in the Santa 

Barbara area.  The primary purpose of this group is 

to provide a collaborative effort of area educational 

organizations, to improve our individual 

effectiveness, and to promote our common education 

goals. 

     The Passport Program, currently underway, is 

one program organized, supported and conducted by 

this organization.  Passports have recently been 

distributed to local elementary students, grades k-6.  

Each student participant and an accompanying adult 

are admitted free to each supporting organization.  

After visiting five of these and completing an 

educational exercise pertinent to each destination the 

child is eligible to receive a free T-shirt.  The 

Passport Program runs through April 13
th

.  T-shirts 

will be available on Saturday, June 13
th

 between the 

hours of 10 AM and 2 PM at the Goleta Library. 

     The Neal Taylor Nature Center has been a 

member of SBERT for many years.  Currently 

Barbara Gutmann is the NTNC representative.  

Liz Gaspar, Cachuma Lake SB County Park 

Naturalist and past chair of SBERT, is the SBERT 

representative for SB County Parks and also 

participates in the Passport Program.  SBERT 

meetings are held every two months on a rotating 

basis hosted by each of the member organizations. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Julie@clnaturecenter.org
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Poison Oak: a Perennial Issue for 

Outdoor Enthusiasts 
By Barbara Gutmann 

 

 
Poison Oak 

 

     Poison oak is a native plant of western North 

America.  Its habitat extends from British Columbia 

to the Baja California peninsula.  In California it can 

be found at sea level and up to 5,000’ elevation.  It 

grows on grassy hillsides, in open chaparral, in open 

woods and in coniferous forests. 

     Poison oak grows as a shrub or a vine losing its 

leaves in winter.  In areas having full sunlight it will 

grow into a dense, leafy shrub, but in shaded areas it 

grows a climbing vine. 

     Leaves usually appear as alternate leaflets on a 

central stem in groupings of 3, 5, 7, or 9 leaflets.  

Each leaflet is 1” to 4” in length, appearing smooth 

with toothed or lobed edges.  The surface can be 

glossy or dull. 

     In the spring small white or green flowers appear 

where the leaves attach to the stem.  These grow into 

whitish-green round fruit in late summer.  In the 

spring the new leaves are green or sometimes light 

red in color.  In late spring and summer the leaves 

are green, turning into pretty shades of orange and 

red. 

     The primary concern of poison oak is the allergic 

reaction (dermatitis) it causes in many people.  In 

California the number of working hours lost due to 

the poison oak dermatitis makes poison oak the most 

hazardous plant in this state.  It is estimated that only 

15-20% of the population is immune to it.  

     Contact with the leaves or stems at any time of 

year can trigger an allergic reaction.  Within 1 to 6 

days after exposure skin irritation and itching will 

occur in sensitive individuals.  This will be followed 

by water blisters which do NOT spread to other 

areas of the body or to other people.  Rarely does the 

dermatitis last more than 10 days. 

     Unfortunately direct exposure to poison oak is 

NOT necessary in creating an allergic response.  

Touching contaminated clothing, gloves, tools, or 

animals (pets) can cause this dermatitis.  If burned, 

the fumes of poison oak can cause a severe 

respiratory reaction. 

     To prevent skin irritation after exposure to poison 

oak it is best to wash the area with an excessive 

amount of cold water.  (Warm water encourages the 

absorption of the oil.)  A mixture of isopropyl 

(rubbing) alcohol and cold water poured over the 

area followed by cold water can also be used.  (A 

small amount of water or disposable hand wipes may 

only spread the toxin rather than removing it.) 

     The recommended way to remove poison oak is 

by hand pulling or by using a shovel or pick.  It is 

imperative that the entire root be removed otherwise 

it will continue to grow.  A single root system can 

cover a very large area several feet in diameter.  

Special chemicals are effective in killing poison oak 

but they can also damage or kill neighboring plants.  

It can take several years of attentive digging to 

eradicate poison oak from an area. 

 

Folks are Hooked on Books! 
  

     The Nature Center's on-going fund-raiser of 

selling used books and small treasures continues to 

be a big hit with visitors and campers. 

     The Thanksgiving weekend sale, always one of 

the biggest, netted $690, the King Saturday sale 

brought in another $370 and President’s Day 

Saturday had a record of $664.75 for that holiday!  

Added with previous sales, these amounts add up to 

more than half way to the annual goal of $7000 and 

there are still 10 more sales to go. 

     Thank you to all the generous donors of books 

and treasures and the dedicated crew who run the 

sales and keep the books and shelves in great 

shape.   New items arrive every week, so please stop 

by and enjoy this popular Nature Center 

offering.  You won't be able to resist the bargains!  

Saturday sales are scheduled for 10 AM – 3 PM 

April 18, 10 AM - 2 PM May 16 and 30, and a 

special Sunday sale from 10 AM – 2 PM during the 

Derby on April 19. 
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Volunteer at the Neal Taylor Nature 

Center! 
     For as little as 3 hours a month you can staff the 

Gift Shop on Saturdays from 10 AM - 1 PM or from 

1 PM - 4 PM. 

     On Wednesdays from 9 AM - noon you can assist 

with mailings and other similar tasks. 

     Once a month on a Saturday in the winter months 

or every Saturday in the Summer months you can 

assist with book sales. 

 
Susan Ham, Hooked on Books (Photo: Diana Lee Crew) 

     You can learn about nature and assist with Nature 

Center tours and with nature walks.  

     You will meet interesting people from all over 

the world.  It is fun!  It is rewarding!  It is 

educational!  We hope to hear from you. 

     Phone:  The Nature Center Tuesday thru Sunday 

at:  (805) 693-0691 or e-mail Julie McDonald at 

Julie@clnaturecenter.org 
 

 
Diana Hawkins hard at work (Photo: Diana Lee Crew) 

 

 

Advisory Board Member 

Jack Collison Honored 
By Nichol Reigelman  

 

 

 
Lowell McLellan, Barbara Gutmann, Jack Collison & Julie McDonald 

     On January 7
th

, attorney Jack Collison was 

presented with a surprise award from the Neal 

Taylor Nature Center at Cachuma Lake.  The award 

was presented by Julie McDonald, Executive 

Director for the Nature Center.  Also present were 

Barbara Gutmann, President, and Lowell 

McLellan, Treasurer/ Secretary.  

     The award was for outstanding service as a 

member of the Nature Center’s Advisory Board and 

recognition for the support, time and legal expertise 

Mr. Collison has provided to the Board of Directors 

over the years.  Most recently, Mr. Collison 

orchestrated the negotiation of two leases for the 

Nature Center – one lease with Santa Barbara 

County for the Nature Center’s building and the 

other with the Federal Bureau of Reclamation for the 

land.  Although the Nature Center had a prior lease 

with the County, this is its first lease with the Bureau 

of Reclamation directly. Both leases are for a period 

of 25 years and represent a significant milestone for 

the Nature Center’s foundation. 

     Julie McDonald described Mr. Collison as “kind 

and always accessible, and his legal expertise is held 

in the highest regard”. She went on to say that the 

Nature Center is incredibly fortunate to have Mr. 

Collison on its Advisory Board.  Also present at the 

award ceremony was Jack Collison’s wife, 

Shannon, and his office staff.  Jack Collison 

practices law in Solvang and is a resident of Santa 

Ynez. 
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Nature Center’s Celebration Gala 
Celebrating the Past – Be Part of the Future 

 

The Nature Center’s Celebration Gala on October 26, 2014 was a grand occasion with so many supporters coming forth 
to help raise over $26,000 to benefit the Nature Center!  The funds have already been put to good use with many outside 

and interior improvements underway or already accomplished. 
 

A Very Special Thank You to Our… 
 

SPONSORS 
 

Platinum Charles Schwab 

Silver Anthony Tosta 

Trailblazer Jean K. Schuyler 

Steward Fritz & Karen Von Batsch 
John Cofiell 

Santa Barbara Elks Lodge 
Charles Faulding 

Barbara & Jim Gutmann 
C. Seybert Kinsell, MD 

Lowell & Shirley Mcellan 
Alexander & Heloise Power 

Rabobank, N.A. 
Owen Schafer 

Jerry & Sandi Witcher 
 

 

Donors 
James Barnett 

Van & Diane Barr 
Bill & Terri Csete 

Bill & Lana June Clark 
Jim & Jean McDonald in memory of  

Hazel McDonald & Emma McCatherin  
 

Jack & Shannon Collison 
Judith Etchelecu  

Mr. & Mrs. William Faulding 
Judy Garrett 

Michael and Vivian Pahos  
Debbie Love in memory of  

Don Love 
  

Marion Schlinger 
Carol Smagala 

Sam Smith 
Vicki Van Hook 

Seacoast Yachts of 
Santa Barbara and Channel Islands 

 

Auction and Event Donors 
 

Alan Freeman 
Boone Graphics 

Bridlewood  Estate Winery 
Caribbean Coffee Company 

Clavo Cellars 
Lois & Dick Cofiell 
Charles Faulding 

Folio Press & Paperie 
Forever Posh 

Four Seasons Resort / The 
Biltmore 

Goleta Jewelers 
Goleta Valley Athletic Club 

 

Granada Books 
Barbara & Jim Gutmann 

Harrison Douglas Photography  
Hook Line & Sinker 

il Fustino 
Jeff Logan with Alliant Media 

Jensen Audio Visual 
John Henigin 
Julie Isabelle 

Lucas & Lewellen 
McConnell's Fine Ice Cream 

Jenny McCoy 
 

Julie McDonald & Ross 
Lowell & Shirley McLellan 

Mission Linen Supply 
19 Blue 

Old Danish Food Farms Inc. 
Dinesh Perera The Spicy Gourmet 
S.B. Museum of Natural History 

S.Y. Valley People Helping People 
Sculpterra 

Sea Smoke Cellars 
 

Tensely Wines 
The Book Loft 

The Links golf course 
at Paso Robles 

The Olive House 
Union Bank 

Jerry & Sandi Witcher 
John & Laura Wright 

ZFolio Galleries 
Hjördis Rickert-Zeugswetter 

Bernd Zeugswetter Photography 
 

 
Featured Winery 

 

Featured Brewery 
 

Standing Sun Winery Firestone Walker Brewing Company 

 
 

Special Thanks to… 
 

The Carriage and Western Art Museum of Santa Barbara 
 

Judith Dale, Parks Commissioner, Chair and Mayor of Buellton 
 

Kristofer Kallman, Auctioneer 
 

The planning committee – 
Dick & Lois Cofiell, Judy Duncan,  Barbara Gutmann, David Hamilton, 
Jerry Kessler, Julie McDonald, Lowell McLellan , Steve Meyer, Eric & 

Nicole Neal, Jerry & Sandi Witcher, Amber Rose, William Ross 
 
 

Event Chair John Henigin 
 

Steve Meyer, Santa Barbara Sourdough 
 

Bernd Zeugswetter Photography 
 

School of Culinary Arts and Hotel Management 
Santa Barbara City College 

 



 

 

Volunteers Are Recognized for their 

Dedication and Outstanding Service 
 

     Recognition was given to all volunteers for their 

hours of service to the Nature Center with one year 

pins presented to:  David Hamilton, John Rose, 

Suzanne Saunders, Debbie Higgins, David 

Higgins, Sebastian Marlow, Pam Libera and 

Shireen Faizullabloy. 

 

Recognition Awards for outstanding service to 

the Nature Center were presented to the 

following volunteers: 

 

     Docent of the Year Award is given annually to 

the docent who has demonstrated significant effort 

on behalf of the Nature Center during the preceding 

fiscal year.  This award was given to Bob Runnels. 

     Special Service Award is given to individuals 

who have contributed significantly toward 

furthering the goals of the Nature Center and are not 

docents or board members.  This award was given 

to Shirley McLellan. 

     Outstanding Service Award is given to a board 

or advisory board member who has contributed 

significant time and talents to furthering the goals of 

the NTNC.  This award was given to Jack Collison. 

     Ralph and Maggie Klages Award is given for 

extraordinary accomplishment, over a period of 

time, to further the goals of the Nature Center.  This 

award was given to Lois and Dick Cofiell. 

     Dedicated and Significant Service Award is an 

award given to recognize service to the NTNC over 

an extended period of years.  This award was given 

to Tommie Miller, Irene Drennan and Marilyn 

Whitfield. 

     A special presentation of a photo collage was on 

display for Charlie Alva highlighting his ongoing 

generosity to the Nature Center. 

     This year’s holiday party and volunteer 

recognition was a beautiful and very tasty occasion!  

Judy Duncan, Rita Kern, Shirley McLellan, 

Barbara Gutmann and Lynda Terres provided 

the treats – so beautifully displayed and delicious! 

     Thank you all for your dedication and service. 

 

 

 

 

Eagle Cruise and Reception at the 

Nature Center 
     The Eagle Cruise on Sunday, March 1st was a 

wonderful event and a huge thank you to Rosie 

Bishop for leading the cruise and to Liz Gaspar for 

helping to make the arrangements.  It was a 

gorgeous day with clouds and rain in the distance 

but calm and relatively warm onboard the pontoon 

boat.  Everyone enjoyed seeing lots of bird life 

including white pelicans and even an immature bald 

eagle. 

 
Wildlife sighting (Photo: Julie McDonald) 

     All came back to the Nature Center afterwards to 

the most lovely setting with a beautiful table of 

delicious treats, tasty punch and piping hot coffee.  

A huge thank you to Shirley McLellan and 

Barbara Gutmann for baking the delicious treats 

and to everyone that helped to get the Nature Center 

ready – Bill and Jane Walsh, Shirley McLellan 

and Barbara Gutmann.  Thank you also to Roger 

Millikan for taking some spectacular photos of the 

event.  

     It was especially wonderful to have so many of 

our supporters that donate to the Nature Center see 

the Center and lake up close and personal. 

 

 
Everybody aboard (Photo: Julie McDonald)



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neal Taylor Nature Center 

at Cachuma Lake 

2265 Highway 154 

Santa Barbara, CA 93105 

(805) 693-0691 

Nature Center & Gift Shop Hours 
      Mon           closed 

      Tue-Sat     10 AM to 4 PM 

      Sun            10 AM to 2 PM 

Exec. Director – Julie McDonald 

julie@clnaturecenter.org 

Board of Directors 
President - Barbara Gutmann 

Sec./Treas. - Lowell McLellan  

Director – David Hamilton 

Director - Sandi Witcher 

Director - John Henigin 

Director - Charles Faulding 

Director – Julia Wilkerson 

S. B. County Park Naturalist Office 

(805) 688-4515 
Park Naturalist - Liz Gaspar 

lgaspar@sbparks.org 

Seasonal Naturalist - Rosey Bishop 

Coming Special Events 
 

Annual Fish Derby 

Sat. April 18 & Sun. April 19 

(Early registration before 4/4/15) 
 

Saving Wildlife Program 

Sat. May 16
th
 11 am (free) 

 

Adult Fishing Workshop & 

Book Sale 

Sat. May 30
th
 9 am – 12 noon 

 
 

Kids Fishing Workshop & 

Book Sale 
Sat. July 18

th
 8:45 am – noon 

(Free with registration) 

 

Book Sales 
Apr.18, 19 & May 16 & 30 

Also Every Sat. Jun. 27 – Sept. 5th 

10 am – 2 pm 

 

Cachuma Lake Recreation 

Area Nature Events 
 

Guided Nature Walk - free 

Saturday, 10 am – 11:30 am 

Meet at Nature Center 

 

Junior Rangers - ($2 per child) 
Sat. 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 

Meet at Nature Center 
 

Wildlife Cruises (Mar. – Oct.) 

Fri. 3 pm – 5 pm 

Sat. 10 am – 12 n & 3 pm – 5 pm 

Sun. 10 am – noon 
 

*fees: Adults $15, kids $7- Sorry no kids under 4 

Reservations are recommended 

Call 805-568-2460 weekdays, or 

805-686-5055 on weekends 
 

 

This newsletter is published four times a 

year.  Comments are welcome: e-mail to 

        Julie@clnaturecenter.org 

    Or Current Resident 


