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18th Annual Trout Derby a BIG
Success on April 19-21
by Julie McDonald

Derby weigh-in station. Photo by Jerry Kessler

Perfect weather brought out a record number of participants along with their families and friends for the big derby
weekend. All enjoyed time fishing, participating in arts and
crafts, buying raffle tickets, shopping at the book and
treasure sale, eating hot dogs and burritos and generally
enjoying all the activities offered. In the evenings, with the
campground full, groups gathered around their campfires,
laughing, talking and enjoying each other’s company. It
was truly a family fun event and weekend!
The Trout Derby is the major fundraiser of the Neal
Taylor Nature Center and this year brought in the highest
gross and net ever in its 18 year existence. The gross was
over $50,000, and the net was more than $40,000, a
significant increase over previous years’ income.
With numerous
volunteers helping
to make sure things
ran smoothly, 751
men, women and
children fished and
competed for $5200
in cash prizes, and
over $13,000 in
merchandise prizes.
Dick & Lois Cofiell. Photo by WRoss

Heartfelt thanks go to derby co-chairs, Dick Cofiell and
Kirby Duncan. They had excellent help from activity
(Continued on page 2)

News From The Neal Taylor Nature
Center Gift Shop
By Nicole Neal
For those of you who may not
have heard, I am the newest
member of the NTNC volunteer
team. I am delighted to have
been asked to help manage the
Gift Shop. The shop has a wide
selection of learning materials
about wildlife in this area, as
well in other areas. There are
books about the Chumash and
the Valley plus unique gifts,
beautiful household items,
jewelry, puppets and fun trinkets. I’m sure you’ll find
something to enhance your experience of visiting the
Center. The net proceeds from the shop go directly to
supporting the learning activities of the Neal Taylor Nature
Center.
After touring the Center, please take a few minutes to
browse the Gift Shop. There is bound to be some item you
will want as a souvenir or as a gift or as educational material
to read at your leisure once you are back home.

Hooked on Books
Books are popular and sales are hot! With everything
from art to zoology (and many romances, mysteries, novels
and children's books) Hooked on Books has something for
every taste in literature. All merchandise is donated and all
work is by volunteers so 100% of the money raised goes to
support the Nature Center. THANK YOU to all the donors
and volunteers that make this venture a success.
Summer sales are usually the busiest and volunteers are
needed. Tasks are setting up for the sale, cashiering,
shelving books, keeping the place tidy and working with
customers. It's a fun and rewarding job with great people. To
volunteer for one Saturday a month call Julie McDonald at
693-0691. On-the-job training will be provided. The next
sale is June 22, 10-2 in conjunction with the Adult Fishing
Workshop.

(Trout Derby, continued from page 1)
leaders: Susan Burmood led the kids’ activities; her husband
Tim was the emcee at
the awards ceremony;
Mike Buck ran the fish
cleaning station; Susan
Ham and Bruce
Vanderhoef organized
the books and treasures
sale; Bruce also had a
tackle sale at derby
headquarters; Lois
Judy Duncan leading arts & crafts
Cofiell coordinated
Photo by Rudi Bender
registration; Jerry and
Sandi Witcher led activities at the weigh-in station; Barbara
Gutmann organized the raffle; Jeffrey McDonald was the
official Trout Derby greeter; Nicole Neal oversaw Gift Shop
and t-shirt sales; Barbara and Dave Hale organized and
oversaw all aspects of the awards ceremony; Harry DeWitt
ran the Friday evening program; Lowell McLellan spent
hours in accounting; and Judy Duncan and helpers set up a
wonderful Saturday evening potluck. Photographers Roger
Millikan, Jerry Kessler, Rudi Bender and Ross captured the
weekend’s activities.
Each leader was
assisted by many
volunteers who helped
not only during the
weekend of the derby
but in the months prior
getting everything
ready. This amazing
crew of volunteers
Tim Burmood as emcee at Awards
included Tommie Miller, Program. Photo by Roger Milliken
Annie Ruano Dan & Sharon O’Reilly, Bob Runnels,
Shayna Rockwell, Jim Gutmann, Gil Graves, Al Terres,
Irene Drennan, John & Barbara Rose, Charles Faulding,
George Jones, Marilyn Whitfield, Carmen Garcia, Buzz
Davis, Eric Neal, June Pusley, Cal Caldwell, John, Carolyn
& Kylee Dougherty, Donna Manley, Hali Pedersen, Julia
Wilkerson, Diana & Mitch Hawkins, Shirley McLellan, Pat
Donato, Helen Brown, plus camp hosts Harvey & Sharon
Girard, Forest & Cynthia Duncan, David & Sue Schwartz,
Chuck Scott, Miki Schneider and Erika Wszulkowski. Park
personnel were also a huge help and included Dan Pedersen,
Liz Gaspar, Rosey Bishop, Graham Williams, Suzanne Isbel
and their crews.
A very special ending to this
year’s derby occurred with the
firing off of the flare on Sunday at
noon by Katie Jackson - Neal
Taylor’s granddaughter. Katie
made a special trip in honor of her
grandfather to be part of this
year’s derby. Thank you, Katie,
and we so hope you can come
back to join in next year’s
Susan Burmood and daughter
derby too!
Katie Jackson at final gun.
Photo by Roger Milliken

More BIG THANKS go to the many generous sponsors and
donors, who are listed on the facing page.
What’s a Trout Derby without winners, and here they are!
Top Prize – awarded to
Denise Achterberg of Santa
Maria, $2000 for the highest
tag, number 248;
1.0 lb. 13 7/8 inches

Charlie Alva, a major contributor
presenting top prize.
Photo by Roger Milliken

2nd Prize – awarded to Frank
Sheppard of Paso Robles $1000
for the longest trout (11.05 lbs;
27 5/8 inches) caught using a
needle fish while he was
fishing by the cistern
Frank Sheppard.

Photo by WRoss

Other Top Prizes:
Jack Amloian from La
Habra won $550 for the 2nd
highest tag number, 229;
1.4 lb. 14 inches

Jack Amloian with his daughter
Photo by Roger Milliken

Ryan Baca from Arleta won
$500 for the 2nd longest trout
6.5 lb. 24 1/8 in.

Ryan Baca. Photo by Roger Milliken

Kylie Bright
Photo by Roger Milliken

Kylie Bright, age 13, from
Arroyo Grande won $300 for the
3rd highest tag number, 218;
0.36 lb. 13 1/4 inches. Kylie
and her family have been participating in the derby for many
years! Congratulations Kylie.

(Continued on page 4)
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Trout Derby
Sponsorships
Platinum
$15,000
Charlie Alva

Derby Sponsor
$500
Jerry & Sandi Witcher
Community West Bank
First Rate Financial Group
Roger Millikan
MarBorg Industries
Rocky Mountain Recreation Co.
Wilson Printing
Coastal Angler Magazine
Knight Broadcasting, Inc.
Community West Bank
Rocky Mountain Recreation Co.
Been There, Caught That

Partners:
Cachuma Lake Recreation Area

Donations
Kim Albright
Rosemary Arnold
Arnoldi’s LLC
Dr. Michael Bastien
Jim Boyer
Calaveras Trout Farm, Inc.
Caribbean Coffee Company
Coastal Angler Magazine
Dick & Lois Cofiell
Community West Bank
D.L. Electric, Inc.
Lisa French
Kylee Dougherty
Irene Drennan
Kirby & Judy Duncan
Federal Drug Company
First Rate Financial Group
Food for My Soul Catering
Liz Gaspar
Danny Gheno
Gil Graves
Barbara & Jim Gutmann
Bernardo & Margarita Guzman
Dave & Barbara Hale
Ron Hill
Zelda Hughes
Rick Husted
Virgil Ipac

Knight Broadcasting, Inc.
Tony Knust
Lenz Pest Control
Jack Lundy (In Memoriam)
Richard Macias
MarBorg Industries
Charles Martin
Julie McDonald & Ross
Lowell & Shirley McLellan
Marc Mendez
Tommie Miller
Roger Millikan
Don Mitterer
Yolanda Moreno
Peri & Alvarado CPA, Inc.
Shayna Rockwell
Rocky Mountain Recreation Co.
Annie Ruano
Bob Runnels
Carol Smagala
Sam & Kathy Smith
S. B. Community Services Dept.
State Farm Insurance
Chuck Theriot
Coy Vance
Bill Vincent
Frederick Voight
Sarah Weems
Julia Wilkerson
Wilson Printing
Sandi & Jerry Witcher
Merchandise Donations
About Faces Salon – Denise Cooper
& Debbie Mitterer
All Pro Roofing Company
American Host Restaurant
Beachside Bar & Café
Bedford Winery
Been There, Caught That
Bennet's Educational Materials
Biltmore Hotel
Black Lake Golf Resort
Buttonwood Farms
Caribbean Coffee Company
Channel City Lumber
Channel Islands Outfitters
Clavo Cellars
Cody's Cafe
Charlotte Corrente
Harry DeWitt
John & Carolyn Dougherty
Kirby & Judy Duncan
Figueroa Brewing Company
Gino's Pizza
Goleta Coffee Company
Goleta Valley Athletic Club
Goleta Valley Paint

Grey Wolf Cellars
Jim & Barbara Gutmann
Dave & Barb Hale
Harrison’s Hardware
Hitching Post II Restaurant
Hook, Line & Sinker
International House of Pancakes
Jedlicka’s
Jesse’s Shoe Repair
J.K. Tubb Landscape
Brian Lincoln
Luce’s Salon
Pam & Steve Lo Guericio
Longhorn Restaurant
Lundy’s Landing
Tomisita Miller
Monarch Dunes Golf Course
Mother Hubbard's Restaurant
Mountain Air Sports
Nardonne’s La Famiglia Pizzeria
Patco Jewelers
PCPA Theaterfest
Performance Fitness
Petrini's Restaurant
Pine Street Saloon
Prestige Car Wash
Rio Vista Chevrolet
River Course at The Alisal
River Oaks Hot Springs Spa & Golf
Course
Rocky Mtn. Chocolate Factory
Annie Ruano
Sambo’s Restaurant
Santa Barbara Bank & Trust
Santa Barbara Sailing Center
Sculptera Winery
Scott Cellars
South Coast Deli
Spectrum Athletic Club
Standing Sun Winery
The Links at Vista Del Hombre
Tom’s Burgers
Trader Joe’s - Goleta
Tri-Valley Trophies
Upham Hotel
Vons-Goleta
West Marine
Western Outdoor News
Jerry & Sandi Witcher
Mike Zielinski
Zodo's Bowling & Beyond

Thank you to our volunteers
and many generous donors!
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Other Top Prizes (continued from page 2)
Prize for the shortest trout – (0.6
lb, 9.5 in) $25 awarded to Mike
Guana from Santa Maria

Mike Guana. Photo by WRoss

The following children each won $25 and a rod and reel
for the longest fish in the category of children ten years
old and younger:

#1 Cali Gamble, age 6, from
Santa Maria, 3.3 lb.
20 3/8 inches

Callie Gamble
Photo by Roger Milliken

Vincent Candia. Photo by WRoss

#2 Vincent Candia, age
4, from Oxnard,
3.5 lb. 19 inches,

caught while fishing from a boat with his family – he
named the fish “Stinky Head”.
#3 Luke Knight, age 8 from Newbury Park, 2.9 lb. 19
inches.

#4 Brooke Tosti, age 8, from
Santa Maria, 2.215 lb. 19
inches.

#5 Samantha Pico, age 7,
2.09 lb. 19 inches from San
Marcos.
Brooke Tosti
Photo by Roger Milliken

The following five each won a rod/reed combo:
Tristen Lemp, age 10, from Ojai, 2.07 lb. 19 inches,
Malia Guana, age 9, from Santa Maria, 1.2 lb. 18 7/8
inches.
Gabriel Perez, age 7, from Santa Barbara, 1.19 lb. 18 7/8
inches.
Aja Foroman, age 10, from Santa Maria, 2.12 lb. 18 3/4
inches.
Kayley Taylor, age 7, from Solvang, 2.9 lb. 18 3/8 inches.

Volunteer Highlights
Every once in a while a non-profit organization gets
lucky and volunteers come along who are such shining
stars that you wonder how you got along before they
arrived and how you will get along if they ever stop
performing their amazing tasks.
The husband and wife team Susan Ham and Bruce
Vanderhoef personifies this type of volunteers. Susan has
been the chair of our Annual Yard Sale for several years,
and during the past 5 years, she created and organized
Hooked on Books (and treasures) sales into a major fund
raiser for the Nature Center. Bruce has been there by her
side all along the way, and together they have created
something very special here at the Nature Center. Susan
spent her early years in the Ventura area, graduating from
Ventura High School and subsequently Northridge State
College. She worked in the Santa Barbara County
Education Office as a department administrator for 27 years
before retiring.
Bruce
hails from
Milton,
Washington,
close to
Tacoma.
After
graduating
from Western
Washington
University in
Bellingham,
he worked as
an insurance
underwriter.
After moving
to California,
where he and
Susan met,
he worked
for 18 years as the purchasing agent for Carrow’s
restaurants followed by 10 years as a buyer with the County
of Santa Barbara before he retired. Bruce is an avid
fisherman and it was the Trout Derby that first attracted his
volunteer interest at the Nature Center many years ago.
The Nature Center is indeed indebted to our volunteers
like Susan and Bruce. Not only do we always need
volunteers who are interested in being trained as docents in
the Center, but for those who enjoy the outdoor camping,
picnicing and boating ambiance. There are many
opportunities to volunteer and help maintain our Nature
Center. How about YOU? We’d love to talk to you about
how you can be part of the dynamic team that makes the
Nature Center run smoothly and be such an asset to the
community.
Just email Julie McDonald at
Julie@clnaturecenter.org
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Saving Wildlife International
by Barbara Gutmann
For the fourth year in a row, Saving Wildlife
International of Malibu, CA under the very capable
direction of Steve Mehren has come to the Neal Taylor
Nature Center to share information, unique characteristics
and environmental concerns regarding animals and birds
living locally and also distantly.

Photo by Rudi Bender

On Saturday morning, May 18th Steve presented a dozen
of his residents who for their own special reasons are not
expected to return to live in the wild.
“Irwin”, the kookaburra (bird) from Australia
entertained us royally with a rousing kookaburra song in
three distinct parts.
The California
desert tortoise, the
official California
reptile, can live for
75 years. To escape
the harsh summer
heat of the desert
they are able to dig
down into the sand
with their front feet
Photo by Rudi Bender
while managing to shovel the displaced sand over
themselves with their back feet. They obtain most of their
water by eating desert plants, actually only drinking water
about every five years. Presently they are on the
endangered list.
The black hairy
tarantula from Chile has
eight legs, eight eyes,
and a hard shell (no
bones!). The males live
for about five years.
The females can live for
twenty years.
Photo by Rudi
Bender

The tawny colored African desert (Phrenic) fox, “Nia”
is very small and a close relative of our Channel Island

foxes off the coast of Santa Barbara. Their over-sized
pointed ears held alertly help them moderate their body
temperatures.
“Kumba”, who is a
mandrill monkey, which
is the largest and most
colorful of monkeys,
hails from western
Africa (the Congo).
Born in a zoo he was
rejected by his mother
and has lived at SWI in
Malibu since he was one
month old.
Photo by Rudi Bender
He will be two years old on June 3rd. To help him adjust to
the long ride to the Nature Center Steve leashed and walked
him in the open area adjacent to the NC’s front lawn, much
to the delight of a number of early arrivals.
We learned that snakes actually smell with their
thrusting tongues which also serve as a warning to potential
predators, as does the rattle of a rattle snake.
The American alligator propels himself through the
water with his tail, not his four feet. They now number
around four million in the USA and their number is
increasing. His snout is shorter and blunter than that of a
crocodile.
Two different lizards (one a bearded dragon), a hedgehog, an opossum and an armadillo completed the guest list.
Steve interspersed his talk about the animals with
current environmental concerns, as well as information
about the alarming number of animals being put on the
endangered list, some becoming extinct. He vehemently
cautions against adopting a wild animal as a
house pet.

Photo by Rudi Bender

At the beginning of the program the audience of about
365 children and adults were thanked for their participation
and support of the NTNC, a non-profit organization within
Cachuma Lake County Park. Donations make it possible
for the Nature Center to provide programs. People who are
willing and able to give a few volunteer hours to the Nature
Center were encouraged to make this known to the
volunteers at the hospitality table. The fact that the
volunteer orientation is individualized to the availability of
the volunteer and is of short duration was stated.
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Bradbury Dam

total spill during this flood was 466,930 acre feet enough to
fill the lake two and one half times.

By Bob Runnels
Bradbury Dam was constructed from 1950 to 1953 by
the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation. It is classified as an
earth-filled structure. Indeed, it consists of 6,696,272 cubic
yards of material. A cross section taken through the dam
looks like a gigantic flattened triangle. It has a base of
1,400 ft., a total height of 279 ft. and a hydraulic height of
190 ft. The dam crest is 40 ft. wide, 3,350 ft. long with an
elevation of 766 ft. above sea level. The dam has a concrete
spillway structure of four 30x50 ft. radial gates with a total
discharge capacity of 161,000 cubic feet per second (cfs).
A main stability berm was placed behind the dam in
1996 through 1998. This added about 80 ft. of material,
adding to its stability. The strength of the dam is estimated
to be strong enough to withstand an earthquake of
magnitude of 7.5. The Bureau of Reclamation has never
built a dam that has failed.
Sources: S.B. News-Press April 13, 1998
Construction began with a trench being excavated 1,400
ft. wide and the entire length of the dam to remove unstable
material and to get down to bedrock. Next, a cutoff trench
was dug which varied from about 150 ft. at the streambed
to 40 ft. wide at the ends of the dam. Then in the bottom of
this trench a grout trench was dug about 3 ft. wide and
between 3 to 6 ft. deep. Next this trench was scrubbed with
water and brooms to remove all cracks which could
possibly grow into holes. It was then filled with concrete
and 1.50 in. steel pipes were erected every 10 ft. the entire
length. After curing, holes were drilled down these pipes to
a depth of about 150 ft. These holes were then filled with
grout which is a mixture of cement and water. Next, the
impervious clay core was laid in 8 in. layers and tightly
packed by machine. It, too, looks like a flattened triangle
500 ft. wide and about 180 ft. high. On the upstream
downstream faces of the core was placed coarse material to
provide structure stability and drainage. On the upstream
face was also laid limestone rip-rap about 3 ft. thick to
prevent water erosion.
Cachuma Lake is 7 mile long and about a mile wide on
average. The original storage capacity of the lake was
204,000 acre feet but due to siltation the current capacity is
188,000 ac. ft. The biggest flood on record was in 1902
and estimated at 120,000 cfs at Lompoc. 1969 was a very
wet season and the lake was filled by January and it was
still storming. The inflow was 188,000 cfs so the gates
were wide open and there was damage and flooding in
downstream. The bridge at Alisal Rd. washed away, some
ranches lost land and some parts of Lompoc flooded. The

Tour Bradbury Dam
With the Nature Center on Sunday, June 30th
Have you always wanted to see the dam up close and
learn more about its history and how it works? The
FREE tour starts at the Nature Center at 2 PM with
beverages and treats and short introduction to the dam
by Nature Center Docent Bob Runnels. At 2:45 we will
carpool over to the dam for a tour by Rob Berkshire, the
Irrigation System Specialist there. The tour will last
approximately 1 hour. Pre-registration is required;
please email Julie McDonald at
Julie@clnaturecenter.org to register.
Here are a few tidbits about the dam….
 It is an earthen dam across the Santa Ynez River
 Construction began in 1950, as part of a U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation Project
 Lake Cachuma, which was formed by the dam,
provides water for the south coast cities such as
Goleta, Santa Barbara, Carpinteria as well as
Montecito and Summerland
Hope you can join us for the tour on June 30th!
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Adult and Kids’ Fishing Workshops
Coming up in June and July
ADULT FISHING WORKSHOP
Saturday June 22nd from 8:45 am to noon

Kids Learn Birds!
TWO 2-Day Sessions:
Session 1: Tuesday June 25 &Thursday June 27
Session 2: Tuesday July 23 & Thursday July 25
9:00 AM - 12:30 each day.
Kids ages 8 – 12 get “bird-brained” in this fun field
workshop over two days.

photo by Rudi Bender

Want to learn some new techniques for fishing or brush
up on what you already know? Then this Workshop is for
YOU! This Adult Fishing Workshop will include tying
knots, kinds of fish in the lake, salt water fishing, casting,
fly fishing and where to fish in the lake. There will be five
stations and groups can spend 15-20 minutes at each one
for a lesson. Expert anglers are volunteering their time to
teach the fundamentals of fishing.
The program will begin with a short talk on fishing in
general and an introduction of the teachers of the day.
Attendance is limited to 30 people, and there is a $10 fee to
attend. Register early to reserve a space by emailing Julie
McDonald at Julie@clnaturecenter.org.

FREE KIDS FISHING WORKSHOP
Saturday, July 20th from 8:45 am to noon

This exploratory, interactive class gives kids the
opportunity to learn the basics of birding--how to look at
and identify birds, how to find them, how they are
wonderful and important, about their habitats, and how
to use field guides & binoculars (provided). We spend
time outdoors in the park, on a pontoon boat, & in the
classroom doing various observational and investigative
activities. A healthy snack is included.

Great blue heron on Lake Cachuma
Photo by H Girard

Kids come away with new skills they can take
anywhere they go, and they each receive a laminated
pocket guide of local birds.
Offered by Cachuma Lake Recreation Area with
assistance from the Neal Taylor Nature Center. Space is
limited and registration is required.
Fees: $15 per child and $10 per vehicle park
admission if parent/guardian stays in Park.

photo by Rudi Bender

On July 20th it’s the kids’ turn to learn all about fishing!
This workshop will have the same topics and set up as the
Adult Workshop on June 22nd. It is limited to 50 kids ages
7 -15, and preregistration is necessary. Please email Julie
McDonald at Julie@clnaturecnter.org to reserve a space.

To register and for more information call county park
naturalist Liz Gaspar at (805) 688-4515, or email
Lgaspar@sbparks.org.
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Neal Taylor Nature Center
at Cachuma Lake
2265 Highway 154
Santa Barbara, CA 93105
(805) 693-0691
Nature Center & Gift Shop Hours
Mon
closed
Tue-Sat 10 AM to 4 PM
Sun
10 AM to 2 PM
Exec. Director – Julie McDonald
julie@clnaturecenter.org
Board of Directors
President - Barbara Gutmann
Vice President - Kirby Duncan
Sec./Treas. - Lowell McLellan
Director - Dave Hale
Director - Sandi Witcher
Director - John Henigin
Director - Charles Faulding
Director – Julia Wilkerson
S. B. County Park Naturalist Office
(805) 688-4515
Park Naturalist - Liz Gaspar
Seasonal Naturalist - Rosey Bishop

Cachuma Lake Recreation
Area Nature Events

Coming Special Events

Guided Nature Walk

Saturday June 22, 8:45 – 12 noon
See page 7 for details!

Sat. 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Meet at the Nature Center

Adult Fishing Workshop

Kids Learn Birds

Sat. 12:30 - 1:30 PM
Meet at the Nature Center

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9 – 12:30
Session 1: June 25 & 27
Session 2: July 23 & 25
More info on page 7

Wildlife Cruises

Bradbury Dam Tour (FREE)

Junior Rangers

Fri
Sat
Sun

3PM to 5 PM only
10 AM to noon & 3 to 5 PM
10 AM to noon

Fees: Adults $15, kids $7. Sorry
no kids under 4. Bring a warm
jacket. Meet at marina 1/2 hour
before departure.
Reservations are recommended
Call (805) 686-5050 weekdays, or
(805) 686-5055 on week-ends

Sunday June 30
Meet at Nature Center at 2PM
See page 6 for details

Kids Fishing Workshop
Saturday July 20, 8:45 – 12 noon
More details on page 7
This newsletter is published four times a
year. Comments are welcome: e-mail to
Julie@clnaturecenter.org

