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We Invite You to the
Annual Celebration Event!
Sunday, October 26th from 2 pm – 6pm
It’s time once again for our annual fall fundraising
celebration to benefit The Neal Taylor Nature Center and its
youth education programs. This year, not only are we
celebrating 26 years of the Nature Center serving the
community, but we will also be celebrating our exciting look
to the future. Last year’s plan of upgrading the Center and its
exhibits is well underway and has included major renovations
and repairs - a new roof on our workshop, painting of many of
the exhibit rooms and upgrades on exhibits. Our focus is to
continue these upgrades and refurbishments while maintaining
our commitment to the community!
This annual event is the perfect opportunity to support The
Neal Taylor Nature Center at Cachuma Lake and ensure the
continuation of life-changing educational programs in your
own backyard. The work of our volunteers and docents will be
recognized during the dinner. The meal will consist of grilled
spring chicken, slow roasted pork tenderloin and a langostino
linguini alfredo, salad, bread with butter, beverages, premier
wines featured by local wineries and dessert.

Creepy Creatures Is Coming
Owls and bats and hissing black cats,
Snakes and spiders and bubbling ghoul cider!
Arts and crafts and cackling witch laughs,
Skulls and bones and scary ghost moans!
If you like creepy crawlies and creatures of the night,
Come to Creepy Creatures, you’ll surely get a fright!

Reptiles table last year
Kerr
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The Neal Taylor Nature
Center in partnership with
Santa Barbara County Parks
Department will be hosting
Creepy Creatures on October
18 from 11am – 1pm.

Setting up last year’s event
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Patron Table Sponsorships seat up to 10 people & are available as
follows:
Diamond $20,000
Silver $2500
Platinum $10,000
Trail Blazer $1000
Gold $5000
Steward $500
Come and join in the fun - all are welcome! Individual tickets are
$50.00 for Nature Center members and $75.00 for non-members.

It will be a fun day with live
animals such as owls, snakes,
scorpions and much more!
There will also be witches,
good and bad. Arts and crafts
tables and other fun activities
are always a hit with the kids.
You can also get a balloon
animal made of your favorite scary creature. Creepy
Photo by Robert Kerr
Creatures is free to everyone, with a $10, per
vehicle, park day pass. The event will be held

on the front lawn of the Neal Taylor Nature Center. For more
information, call the Nature Center at 805-693-0691 or e-mail
Julie@clnaturecenter.org

Critical Workshop Renovation
Complete!
This month wraps up a yearlong project of renovating
The Neal Taylor Nature Center’s workshop and
maintenance building. This building is essential to the
workings of the Nature Center, since it houses many
expensive tools used to build renovate and repair the
numerous hands-on exhibits at the Center. With the
workshop being over 13 years old, it was in need of
critical repairs. For example, the roof was leaking in
many places and had a couple significant size holes in it,
the exterior side walls were heavily damaged by
woodpeckers,
the exterior
paint was
peeling and
wood rot had
occurred in
many places.
If immediate
repairs were Roof repairs
Photo by Michael Marlow
not done the equipment inside the workshop would be
damaged by the impending rainy season and exposure to
outside elements.
The Santa Barbara Foundation was a critical partner
in getting the ball rolling towards
these repairs. Through their
support, the Nature Center
secured a $5,000 emergency
grant from the Santa Barbara
Foundation in December of
2013. This along with an
additional $4000 donated by
Jean K. Schuyler, Lowell and
Shirley McLellan and Jim and
Jean McDonald in memory of
Hazel McDonald and Emma
McCatherin made it possible to
begin work immediately to
install a new roof – the most
critical area needing repair. The
Nature Center contracted with
Al’s Roofing of Santa Barbara
to do the work and before December 2013 was over the
new roof was in place.
Fortunately for the Nature Center, there were tradesmen
and volunteers who donated their time and expertise to
accomplish the remaining repairs. Don
Jerry Witcher – First coat!
Photo by Julie McDonald
Damstetter and Michael Marlow were
instrumental in planning, preparation

and implementing the construction aspects of the repairs.
Don and Michael spent many hours of hard physical
labor over, under, and on the sides of the workshop
removing damaged pieces, replacing with new materials
and
shoring up
the
foundation.
Jerry
Witcher
was a great
asset too
and
secured
many supplies at a reduced cost from Hayward Lumber
in Santa Maria as a gift to the Nature Center. Their
expertise and hard work were critical to the success of
this project.
Michael Marlow & Don Damstetter hard at work

In the late spring, after
our big March storm and most of the repairs were
complete we were ready to undertake the final stage of
the renovation – prepping and painting the workshop.
Through the generosity of Jim Benton Painting in
Santa Barbara, the Nature Center was given 20 gallons
of high quality exterior paint to make this last phase a
reality.
By summer’s end Nature Center volunteers Jerry
Witcher, Terry Wright and Robert Serrano had
completed the tedious process of patching and repairing
the remaining woodpecker holes and painting the
workshop exterior.
The Nature Center
once again has a
beautiful
workshop!
The workshop is an
important part of the
successful operation of
the Nature Center and a
huge thank you is
extended to:

Photo by Jerry Kessler

The Santa Barbara Foundation
Jean K. Schuyler
Jim Benton Painting, Santa Barbara
Lowell and Shirley McLellan
Jim and Jean McDonald in memory of
Hazel McDonald and Emma McCatherin
Hayward Lumber, Santa Maria
Don Damstetter
Michael Marlow
Jerry Witcher
Terry Wright
Robert Serrano
Through your generosity and support, the Neal Taylor Nature Center
will continue to be a place of immense enjoyment for the many thousands
who visit year after year.

The Nature Center Book Sale occurs every Saturday from 10-2 in the summer
and on selected Saturdays during the year. It has become a major source of
income for the Nature Center.

Volunteer Highlight
By Barbara Gutmann
Please step up and introduce yourselves to Meaghan Cook and Noah
Azlein. They have been a most reliable volunteer couple for the past two and
a half years, hosting the Gift Shop and the Nature Center monthly while also
working and pursuing educational credentials.
Both Meaghan and Noah trace their families back multiple generations in
Santa Barbara and both attended SBHS. Meaghan recalls camping and fishing
regularly at Cachuma Lake with her dad. He was great friends with the
previous owner of the Cachuma Lake Store. Noah's mother often brought him
to Cachuma when he was a child.

To build an understanding of nature and the environment volunteers are
encouraged to avail themselves of various educational opportunities at the
Nature Center.
The Food for
Thought
program is held
on Sunday
afternoons 3-4
times a year.
This series is
free and is open
to the public.
The Cachuma
Lake County
Park Naturalists work collaboratively with the volunteers and also share
information on selected environmental issues. Our own volunteers and
docents may investigate a topic and share their findings at an announced
program.

During these last few
years Meaghan has been
pursuing a teaching
credential for junior high
school science, having
completed her Bachelor's
degree in marine biology
at Hawaii Pacific
University. During her
four high school years,
Meaghan was part of the
teen science program
affiliated with the Santa
Barbara Natural History Museum called Quasars to Sea Stars.
This program gave select high school students actual work experience with
credentialed research scientists.

Volunteers are not required to adhere to a set number of hours. But if a
commitment to participate is made by a volunteer it is expected that the
volunteer will notify the person in charge of that program in advance if the
volunteer cannot take part.

Noah's family also found Santa Barbara several generations ago. His parents
and Meaghan's attended Santa Barbara High School together. (And Meaghan
and Noah attended the same preschool together!)

Every one of the docents, hosts, and volunteers at the Neal Taylor Nature
Center are valued and important to the organization and make the Nature
Center what it is. For seven years, Hilde and Rudi Bender have been
helping make the Nature Center into an amazing place of discovery with all
their hard work and dedication. Their efforts are noticeable every day to our
many visitors.

First pursuing a business degree in college, Noah switched his major to
computer science. He is currently employed by Zerman Inc., a software
development company located next to the Granada Theater in downtown
Santa Barbara. He stated that he is willing and interested in expanding his
construction and wood-working skills. Dick and Jerry, take notice!
With so many "precious memories" growing up at Cachuma Lake, both
Meaghan and Noah expressed great satisfaction in volunteering at the Nature
Center. "It is nice to be able to give back to a place that has given us so
much," they agreed.

Be a Volunteer at the Neal Taylor Nature
Center
By Barbara Gutmann

Come! Join us at the Neal Taylor Nature Center! There is much to do and all
talents are appreciated!
Every Wednesday morning around 10 AM a small group of volunteers gather
to complete tasks, such as marking gift shop items, preparing mailings, and
repairing and building exhibits. Everyone brings a lunch and during that time
there is a free exchange of ideas and Nature Center information usually led by
Executive Director Julie McDonald.
Volunteers are needed for our regular recurring programs, events and classes.
Some of these require definite skills, others need more general abilities.
Volunteers staff the Nature Center and Gift Shop on Saturdays from 10-1
and1-4 throughout the year. Orientation is provided.

Our two main fundraisers for the Nature Center, a Fish Derby in the spring
and a Gala at the Carriage and Western Art Museum in the fall, involve
everyone who is interested and available. There is much camaraderie enjoyed
at these functions and all talents are utilized to the fullest!
Come! Join us! It is fun! We need YOU!

Nature Center Host Highlight
By Jerry Kessler

Hilde and Rudi are actively involved in all of the summertime events and
programs at the Nature Center including the Fishing Derby, Kids and Adults
Fishing Workshops, Saving Wildlife program, and more. Rudi is always
present taking pictures that we use for our newsletters, posters, web sites, and
social media. Hilde also interacts with the thousands of school children who
visit the Nature Center every year.
To say that Hilde runs a “clean ship” at the Nature Center is an
understatement. She spends a large amount of time making sure that all
displays are clean and in order, windows are cleaned, carpets are vacuumed,
and everything is dusted. Hilde and Rudi also do a major project of cleaning
and preserving the Nature Center’s original wood floors once a year which is
quite an undertaking. Hilde takes pride in caring for the local birds by
keeping their feeders cleaned and full of seeds or hummingbird food.
Hilde and Rudi are loved by all at the Nature Center and park. They can be
regularly found sitting around the camp fire at night laughing and chatting
about whatever subject comes up. They are also active participants in the Elks
Lodge and Rudi helps with the Santa Barbara Chapter Elks Lodge monthly
spaghetti dinner during their stay as hosts at the Nature Center.
In early October, Rudi and Hilde will be leaving for their winter host positions
in Yuma, Arizona and all
of us at the Nature Center
will be counting the days
until their return to the
Center in the spring. We
wish them a wonderful
winter and thank them for
all they do for the Nature
Center.

Csete as well as hosts Diana Crew & Julie McDonald on Wednesday July 2nd
2014, to sail out of Santa Barbara Harbor.

Hooked on Books
Celebrating Summer…
The dedicated book crew-Shirley
McLellan, Pat Donato, Diana
Hawkins, Julia Wilkerson, Jacque
Fondren, Susan Ham, Bruce
Vanderhoef and host Robert
Serrano-just completed 11 Saturday
sale events in a row! Schedules were
rotated so no one had to work more
than 3 or 4 but Shirley was there for
all of them with her great smile and
welcoming way with the visitors.
Many generous donors contributed
books and small rummage items and
the bottom line is that for the fiscal
year July 1, 2013 to July 31, 2014
sales netted $6,998. The 5 sales in
August brought in $1500, a great start for the new fiscal year. This is all
profit to support the programs of the Nature Center.
The book crew not only sets up, stocks the books, cashiers, helps people find
what they are interested in, they are also ambassadors for the Nature Center,
the Saturday hikes, cruises and Junior Rangers. Every visitor is greeted and
invited to participate in the educational events. They are also the “go-to”
people for questions like “What does poison oak look like?” “Where does the
hiking trail begin?” and “Are there fish in the lake?”
Please help this on-going fund-raiser for the Nature Center!
Donations of Christmas items are needed for the annual Thanksgiving sale.
Children’s books are also needed on an on-going basis as they sell out fast to
happy young readers. Secondly, consider joining the book crew. Many hands
make light work and just two more on the team would round out the roster.
It’s a rewarding job with great co-workers and meeting interesting people.
The next Hooked on Books sales are October 18 along with Creepy Creatures
and Saturday, November 29, the long Thanksgiving weekend and one of the
largest sales of the year.

“Fair Winds & Following Seas”
Winners Enjoy a Perfect Sailing Experience!
The hugely successful 25th
Anniversary Celebration event of
2013 saw generous and exciting
donations like the Fair Winds &
Following Seas excursion which
included an afternoon of sailing
for 4 aboard the beautiful
Freedom, an enchanting 47 foot
Beneteau sailing yacht, with
captain and host services
provided as well as wine, drinks
and hors d’oeuvres served! Bob
and Diana Crew, owners of
Freedom, as well as the captain
for the excursion Bill Csete are all long time
Nature Center supporters and their kind donations
drive the success of our events & the Nature
Center itself. We are so grateful for their support and time! During the 25th
Anniversary Celebration event silent auction, devoted Nature Center
supporters, Al & Lynda Terres, bid and won the Fair Winds & Following
Seas excursion. Al & Lynda invited their son and daughter in law, Allan &
Joyce Terres, to accompany them on the excursion and met Captain Bill

Vying for position Photo by Diana Crew

The crew and guests set sail amid perfectly
breezy winds, calm waters and sparkling sunny
skies, taking in the Santa Barbara Harbor and
coastline before the Wet Wednesday Santa
Barbara Yacht Club race. The flawless sailing
winds allowed them to get into an impeccable
position to observe the starting of this fastpaced race as well as the exciting release of the
spinnakers as the sloops turned tight corners
around buoys and came within just a few feet
of each other while passing one another swiftly
during the course. The full sails painted against
the cloudless deep blue of the sky and the 20
plus knots of wind set a picture perfect sailing adventure for our winners and
their guests. Al and Allan got plenty of time at the helm and everyone seemed
to truly enjoy this wonderful gift of a day. As this year’s celebration and
fundraising event fast approaches, on Sunday October 26, 2014, we want to
extend our warmest gratitude to the many donors, volunteers and sponsors
who are helping to make
this year’s event a
success and one to
remember.
Be sure to mark your
Lynda Terres Photo by
Julie McDonald
Photo by Julie McDonald
calendars to come and
join in the fun and
fundraising efforts for
the Neal Taylor Nature
Center!
This year’s event will be hosted at the Carriage and Western Art
Museum in Santa Barbara at 129 Castillo Street. For ticket and
sponsorship information, please visit our website at clnaturecenter.org. or
e-mail executive director Julie McDonald at Julie@clnaturecenter.org.
Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing you on October
26th!

Al Terres at the helm
Photo by Diana Crew

Photo by Diana Crew

Estate Gift Helps
Many

David Cook’s Estate Gifts Nature Center Large Assortment of
Fishing Supplies
David Cook, a native of Lompoc,
was an avid fisherman who fished
many times at Cachuma Lake. He
also loved saltwater fishing.
Unsurprisingly, David was a friend
of Neal Taylor. With David’s
untimely passing last year, his
family wanted to find a way to
honor him through his passion for
fishing. Michael Cook (David’s
brother) and Michael’s wife,
Shirley, generously donated from
David’s estate a large assortment of
fishing gear and tackle to benefit
the Neal Taylor Nature Center and
its many visitors.
Through their donation of many
fishing poles, reels and a large
David Cook Fishing at Cachuma Lake
assortment of tackle, the Cook
family touched people’s lives in more ways than they realized. A portion of
the fishing gear helped in fundraising efforts at our big Thanksgiving weekend
sales event as well as the Trout
Derby. The other portion of
fishing gear was used during the
Kids Fishing Workshop and Adult
Fishing Workshop. The attendees
of these events were given gifts of
various fishing tackle items that
they will use during their future
fishing adventures.
The Cook family also gave a
generous cash donation to the
Nature Center in David’s name.
Through their support, the Nature
Sebastian Marlow sorting tackle
Center will continue to thrill
visitors with beautiful hands on
exhibits of local plants, animals,
geology, and Indian culture. The Neal Taylor Nature Center gratefully thanks
David Cook’s entire family for helping to support our efforts to create a place
of discovery, education, and wonder to the many children and adults that visit
us every year.

A Tree Has Been Dedicated in the Nature
Center’s Native Garden
The Southern California black walnut tree, a part of our Dedicate a Tree
program, is thriving in the Nature Center’s Native Garden and is nearly 6 feet
tall. It also has fresh walnuts blooming. The tree was dedicated in loving
memory of Don Love by his family and friends, who have been supporters
and annual visitors to the Nature Center for over 20 years. The Love family
have been residents of the Santa
Ynez Valley for several
generations and have consistently
attended the Trout Derby as an
annual family event. Family
friend Pam LoGuercio, also
known as “Peanut Pam”, is a
member of their large group of
over 20 people from the Love
family & friends, affectionately
known as “The Gang on the Hill”
who attend the Nature Center’s
annual Trout Derby to camp and fish.
This year’s festivities are described warmly by Pam; “This year’s annual Neal
Taylor Trout Derby was something very special for our loud group on the hill!
We started off our weekend with a Friday evening tree dedication at the
Nature Center in honor of our beloved wagon-master Don Love. Words can
never express what a truly awesome guy he was!”
She goes on to say, “We honored his memory with a wonderful dedication and
blessing led by Father Peter, then followed by a group picture taken in front

of Don's tree. We are all so grateful to the entire Nature Center gang for all
their help in pulling this all together at a very busy time for them. Thank you we really appreciated it!” Finally, “We all love Lake Cachuma and the Neal
Taylor Nature Center! Lots of memories made and many more to come!
Here's to family, friends, food & fishin'!”
The Neal Taylor Nature
Center’s board, staff and
volunteers are so grateful
for our faithful yearly
groups, who bring friends
and family to the Nature
Center for family fun and
experiences in the
outdoors. We want to
thank our generous
supporters, like the Love family & friends! If you would like more
information on the Native Garden or planting a memorial tree in honor of your
loved one, please contact Julie McDonald at Julie@clnaturecenter.org

Let’s Go Fishing
Kids’ and Adult Fishing Workshops

The Kids’ and Adult Fishing Workshops were a great success this past June
and July. The kids’ workshop was enrolled with 50 plus participants and the
day was filled with lots of action. One of the more popular activities of the
day was the casting station, where participants received personal instruction
on casting with spinning rods and reels. It was fun to see that some of the
smallest and youngest kids turned out to be the best casters of the group but
everyone did very well. All of the adult workshop participants were eager for
instruction and a fly fishing casting and techniques station was added due to
their excitement and interest.
At the end of the event, every new angler took home a free goodie bag
containing a variety of fishing related items such as lures, booklets, tackle
box, and more. From all the smiles on everyone’s face, there is no doubt that
the fishing workshops are a great way to introduce the joy of fishing to all
ages.
A huge thank you to the volunteers that gave of their time and expertise to
make these workshops a success. . . Chris Benton, Jerry and Sandi
Witcher, Jerry Kessler, Mike Moropolous, Charles Faulding, Cindy
Miller, Dick Cofiell, Mike Buck, Dave Hale, Eric Neal, Nicole Neal, Annie
Margarita, Barbara Gutmann, Tommie Miller, Irene Drennan and
Marilyn Whitfield, and all the others that volunteered and donated to the
days event!
The Nature Center is grateful to Charles Faulding for chairing the kids’
workshop and Jerry and Sandi Witcher for chairing the adult workshop.
Thank you to California Department of Fish and Wildlife law enforcement
rangers Brandon Alisio and Keith Smith for attending both events and
adding insight to the sport as well as explaining the regulations.
The Adult and Kids’ Fishing Workshops were made possible through
funding from the
Santa Barbara County Fish and Game Commission.

Food For Thought Lecture Series
Steelhead Trout of the Santa Ynez
By Bob Runnels
On Sunday June 29, 2014 a presentation on “Steelhead Trout
of Santa Ynez Watershed” was given by Tim Robinson, Ph.
D., and was attended by an engaged audience. Tim has been
the senior resources scientist and Fisheries Division Manager
for the Cachuma Operation and Maintenance Board (COMB)

Santa Ynez River below Bradbury Dam

since 2005. Tim’s focus is on the watershed and fisheries
management, specifically for the endangered southern
steelhead trout within the Santa Ynez watershed.
Tim presented slides which told of the fisheries monitoring
program and habitat enhancement effort initiated by the
Cachuma Project Water Agencies on the lower Santa Ynez
River which have resulted in a modest increase in smolt
production and returning adults of the endangered southern
steelhead over the last decade. The current drought has altered
that trend.
Numbered at about 2000, the Federal Environmental
Protection Agency declared the steelhead trout to be an
endangered species. In response, the Hilton Creek Project was
initiated. Hilton Creek is just below the dam and it became a
sanctuary for the preservation, maintenance and enhancement
of the trout. Three foot high steel plates were added to the
spillway gates which created an additional 3 billion gallons of
water which was allocated to the project. A barge near the
dam supports electrically driven pumps which pump water
through a temporary pipe to Hilton Creek. The program has
been somewhat successful but has had problems at times with
pump and power failures.
During the questions and answer period, Tim said that he was
not concerned about the sterile trout being planted in the lake
as the bass are the real predators. He was also asked if it
would not be safer for the trout if they were removed from
Hilton Creek and trucked to the ocean. He said no, because the
trout have to go through a transition period in the estuary at
the mouth of the Santa Ynez River before migrating into the
ocean. Opening the sand berm by mechanical means will not
help the steelhead that are waiting to return to the river to
spawn because the river bed is dry. The steelhead will have to
wait until winter storms return – filling the river channel with
water and washing an opening in the berm.

His presentation was well received and answered many
questions.

Cachuma Lake
By Jerry Kessler
Cachuma Lake is a man-made lake. Construction of the dam was
started in 1950 and ended in 1953. It was built at a cost of (then) 14
million dollars. The lake is primarily fed water from runoff that
enters the Santa Ynez River which spills directly into the lake.
Cachuma Lake is used as a municipal water supply for Santa Barbara
and nearby cities. The water level of the lake can fluctuate greatly,
lowering over the years of a drought cycle followed by filling up to
overflow during a winter of heavy rain. During the rainy years,
without the dam, much of the water in the Santa Ynez River would
flow into the ocean. By having the dam, the water can be collected
and used year round and over successive years by the local
communities.
At the moment, Cachuma Lake’s water level is lower due to the
current drought conditions of Southern California. However, all of
the lake’s recreational activity opportunities are still available.
Fishing, boating and kayaking are some fun activities that everyone
can still enjoy. The marina has plenty of boats to rent for fishing or
pontoon boats to take an afternoon cruise with friends and family.
There are exciting wildlife sightings during the Wildlife Cruises as
the animals are coming down from the local hills to drink. By the
last fishing report, catfish seem to be caught the most during the heat
of summer, but the lowering temperatures of approaching fall soon
will encourage the other types of fish to bite more.

Photo by Mickey Schneider
During the fall, there will be a decrease in
number of visitors to the lake, particularly during the week. This gives those
folks who are looking for a more peaceful and quiet experience a perfect
opportunity to enjoy the lake and its surroundings. Temperatures will be just
right for a night time fire while camping, fishing from shore, a hike or
mountain bike ride on the miles of trails at the lake, a lake excursion on a
pontoon boat, bird watching or just sitting and looking at the beautiful sunsets
over the lake every evening.
Don’t forget to visit the Neal Taylor Nature Center while at Cachuma Lake.
The Nature Center is free to all visitors and it is packed with exciting hands on
displays including bears and mountain lions, eagles and hawks, skunks and
rattlesnakes, fossils with exciting stories to tell and so much more!
You can even learn how the Chumash Indians fished in an amazing way that
you would never guess how in a million years! The Nature Center is located
down the drive behind the Cachuma General Store in the historic white ranch
house with the expanse of lawn and live and valley oaks shading it . There is
a welcome sign and friendly docents and volunteers who will help make your
visit educational and fun!

Collecting Plants

By Riley Rose
Junior Docent, Neal Taylor Nature Center
The day I went plant hunting with Jerry was the 2 nd best day of
my life. The moment he asked me if I wanted to go look for
plants for the Nature Center Plant Exhibit, I was so excited my
head might just explode! I immediately said yes, and 20
minutes later, I was riding in a golf cart with Jerry, my mom’s
work partner and a large fluffy black dog named Roxy.

We drove through the
Mohawk area of the
campground and found hummingbird sage on the side of the
road. We cut it and took it with us, sticking it in the plant
pitcher we had brought along for whatever we collected. Next
we went into a small area of the hillside where we found some
scrub and live oaks, with galls and acorns hanging off them.
We cut some samples from those, and took them with us. We
also found a respectable specimen of Horehound in that same
general area, and it was, so we took that too. Jerry then
decided to show me something on our way back to the Nature
Center. I got to see the site of a tree that SNAPPED
completely in half! All in all, I had great time plant hunting.
Riley in front of Native Plant exhibit

Quick facts
 Galls are created from the laying of wasp eggs on a
live/scrub oak bush and hold the wasp eggs. DO
NOT EAT GALLS!
 The scrub oaks I discuss are not trees; they are a type
of shrub.

Cachuma Lake’s Acorn Woodpeckers
By Bob Runnels
The adult male and female Acorn Woodpeckers look alike except that
the female has a black bar between her white forehead and red crown.
Both sexes have a black chin, yellowish throat, white cheeks and
forehead and red cap. They are about 9 inches long and have white
eyes, which is rather rare in birds. The immature birds look like the
males except their eyes are black. All the birds have a distinctive call,
a raucous “ja-cob, ja-cob, ja-cob”.
Most birds select a mate and the couple stays together for life, but not
the Acorn Woodpeckers. They live in families of 15 birds max. The
family is composed of cross-breeding males, breeding females and

their non-breeding “helper” off-spring who help incubate and feed
their siblings. Here is an example of their breeding habits: Assume 2
cross-breeding males and 2 breeding females. The males will breed
with both females. If a female dies the males will breed with the
remaining female. The same is true if a male dies. If both of the sexes
die, somehow the word gets around rapidly to the other families that
there is a vacancy. This causes much commotion, noise and fighting
(even air-to-air combat). This is the opportunity for “helper” birds to
become breeders, which is what they wanted all along!
The density of Acorn Woodpeckers is directly proportional to the
number of oak trees for acorn storage. That is, if there are no oak
trees there are no birds. If there is only one oak tree there probably
will be no birds. This is because Acorn Woodpeckers live about 5
years and it is possible that an oak tree may have an acorn crop
failure during that time. With two or more oaks, the reliability factor
goes up because the probability of a crop failure of all the trees at the
same time is remote. In oak woodland there are lots of woodpeckers.
They drill holes in what are called granary trees and plant acorns for
the fall harvest. Each family has one or two granary trees.
They do not plant acorns to raise grubs. They eat the acorns and feed
acorns to their young. If there is a beetle larva inside so much the
better as it’s a good source of protein. In the summertime they eat
lots of insects, tree sap and even lizards. In the wintertime they may
be seen hammering on their
acorns to see if they are tight
in their holes. If not they will
move the acorn to another
hole or drill a new one.
The family lays all their eggs
in the same nest. Then the
practice of “egg tossing”
begins. First the “runt” eggs
are tossed. These are
unfertile eggs with no yoke.
They are carried to a crevice
in a tree and eaten, even the
shell, which is a good source
of calcium. Then the females
take turns tossing each
other’s eggs. Perhaps out of
15 eggs in a nest, 8 are
incubated and 7 are tossed.
The Acorn Woodpeckers’ range is from the Columbia River south
down the West Coast of the United States, the Sierra Nevada,
Mexico, the rest of Central America and recently into Columbia.
Acorn Woodpeckers certainly exhibit complex and bizarre social
behavior.
Source: A lecture on Feb. 2, 2012 by Dr. Walt Koenig, Senior
Scientist at Cornell University Lab. of Ornithology.

Or Current Resident

Neal Taylor Nature Center
at Cachuma Lake
2265 Highway 154

Cachuma Lake Recreation
Area Nature Events

Santa Barbara, CA 93105
(805) 693-0691

Guided Nature Walk - FREE

Nature Center & Gift Shop Hours
Mon
Tue-Sat
Sun

closed
10 AM to 4 PM
10 AM to 2 PM

Exec. Director – Julie McDonald
julie@clnaturecenter.org
Board of Directors
President - Barbara Gutmann
Sec./Treas. - Lowell McLellan
Director – David Hamilton
Director - Sandi Witcher
Director - John Henigin
Director - Charles Faulding
Director – Julia Wilkerson

S. B. County Park Naturalist Office
(805) 688-4515
Park Naturalist - Liz Gaspar
lgaspar@sbparks.org
Seasonal Naturalist - Rosey Bishop

Sat. 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Meet at the Nature Center.

Junior Rangers - ($2 per child)
Sat. 12:30 - 1:30 PM
Meet at the Nature Center.

*Wildlife Cruises (Mar-Oct)
Fri 3pm to 5pm
Sat 10am to 12pm & 3pm to 5pm
Sun 10am to 12pm

*Wildlife Cruises (Nov-Feb)
Fri 10am to 12pm & 2pm to 4pm
Sat 10am to 12pm & 2pm to 4pm
Sun 10am to 12pm

Coming Special Events
Creep Creatures
Is Coming
Saturday, October 18, 11am – 1pm
More Info on page 1
Celebration Gala
Discover Your Own Backyard

Sunday, October 26th, 2014, 2pm – 6pm

Held at the Carriage &Western
Art Museum
More Info on page 1
Hooked on Books
Saturday, October 18th, 10am – 2pm
Friday, November28, 10am – 2pm
Annual Fish Derby
Saturday, Apr. 18th &
Sunday, Apr. 19th, 2015

*Fees: Adults $15, kids $7-Sorry no kids under 4.

Reservations are recommended.
Call (805)568-2460 weekdays, or
(805)686-5055 on week-ends

This newsletter is published four times a
year. Comments are welcome: e-mail to

Julie@clnaturecenter.org

