The Flyer
Newsletter of the Neal Taylor Nature Center at Cachuma Lake
June 2012

www.clnaturecenter.org

Issue 107

is a new addition to this year’s Adult Fishing
Workshop, scheduled for June 2. Anglers
interested in expanding their repertoire of
fishing skills may pre-register for this event
by calling (805) 693-0691 or e-mailing
Julie@clnaturecenter.org. A $10
registration fee is required; enrollment is
limited to thirty participants.

Joan Lentz, our Guest
Speaker
Joan Lentz, well known local birder, lecturer
and naturalist, is the guest speaker for June
“Food for Thought” program sponsored
by the Neal Taylor Nature Center. The talk
is scheduled for Sunday, June 10, from 2 to
4 p.m. in the Cachuma Lake Recreation
Hall. The talk, entitled “Why is the Natural
History of Our Region So Special ?” will
focus on the major topics of her latest book
now in the final stages of publication. In it
she will take an overview of our corner of
California and explain the big concepts that
have resulted in unique habitats for plants
and animals here. The lecture is free with
the price of park admission.

Bow Fishing Featured at
Adult Fishing Workshop
By Linda Taylor
A teaching segment on Bow Fishing
presented by local aficionado Tom Fayram

Other areas to be covered in sessions with
experienced, local fisher folk are knot-tying,
fishing for bass, bluegill, crappie, catfish
and trout; salt-water fishing and casting.
This is a dry-land class on the lawn in front
of the Neal Taylor Nature Center at
Cachuma Lake. All equipment will be
provided. Fishing licenses are not
necessary.
With the increase in the lake population of
invasive carp, bow-fishing anglers are
welcome at Cachuma. This species affects
water quality and preys on other game fish.
This is a win-win situation, improving
fishing conditions for other sportsmen and
offering a new fishing experience to others.
Participants are urged to arrive at 8:45 for
sign in; instruction will begin at 9:00.
Teachers are Tom Fayram, Bruce
Vanderhoef, Harry De Witt, Mike
Moropoulos, Dave Hale, Barb Hale, Paul
Taylor, Chris Benton, Kirby and Judy
Duncan, Mike Buck, Ross McDonald, Jerry
Witcher, Dick Cofiell and Gil Graves. Also
assisting with this event are Lois Cofiell,
Sandi Witcher, Tommie Miller and Linda
Taylor. A $10 entry fee will be charged at
the Park entrance.
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Neal Taylor Nature Center’s
17th Annual Trout Derby
by Kirby Duncan and Julie McDonald
This year’s annual fundraiser was attended by
anglers of all ages, with over 500 registered to
fish in the derby and many others along for a
weekend of camping and fun at Cachuma Lake
and the Nature Center. The contest was held
on the weekend of Saturday, April 14 and
Sunday, April 15, with pouring rain, wind, and
cold on Thursday and Friday, but perfect
fishing weather on Sunday.

on their faces—even one boy catching his
prize-winning Rainbow Trout (Connor Struven
in the 10 and younger category). Connor made
up his own bait name, calling it his “Trout
Sandwich.” It paid off with an 18 ¾-inch trout
and one a little smaller but still a sizeable meal.
Good show, Connor!
What would a trout derby be without winners?
With $5,200 in cash prizes and more than
$13,000 in merchandise prizes and there were
plenty of them this year!
And the winners are:

The derby is the major fund raiser for the Neal
Taylor Nature Center. It takes 70 volunteers to
plan and operate the derby, raffle, and
children’s activities, with over $16,000 in cash
sponsorship and $14,077 in merchandise and
in-kind sponsorship.

The top prize for the highest tagged trout
went to Lonnie Erikson of Los Olivos, who
caught tagged fish number 183. That $2,000
fish was caught and entered into competition on
Sunday about 45 minutes before the end of the
derby. Skill AND luck!

Donations were up this year by $1,350 over
2011, reaching $16,054, whereas registration
totaled $17,670, down from last year’s
$20,770. The raffle earned $3,044 compared to
last year’s $2,787. T-shirt sales were up for the
TD weekend at $740, compared to $695.20 in
2011. Pre-derby T-shirt sales this year were
$426.40 versus $150 last year. Total book sales
reached $608 over last year’s $507.75.

The longest trout first prize of $1,000 went to
James Karaba of Simi Valley his catch of 23
1/8 inches and 5.72 lbs… nice fish at any trout
derby!

The gross income for the 2012 Trout Derby is
$38,700.20, with total expenses coming to
$8,099.16, for a net profit of $30,601. There
was a $1,525 drop in net income from 2011. As
we can see by the foregoing numbers, we did
better in some areas but not so well in others,
especially as it relates to the number of
registered anglers. We tend to believe that the
reduction in registered fisherpersons was the
direct result of the bad weather we experienced
at the beginning of the derby weekend, and
perhaps the economy as well.
Well, the derby chairperson had the fun
checking out the wet and slippery banks of
Cachuma Lake in various known fishing
locations and observed many different types of
gear being used, but the most fun of all was
watching little kids fishing with serious looks

Mark and Conner Struven with Conner's
prize caught on Saturday.
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Planting 4500 lbs of Tail-dancing trout from a Nebraska hatchery!
Other	
  prizes:	
  
• Ken Weber of Santa Barbara won $550 for the
second highest tagged trout.
• Jay Oliver won $500 for the second longest trout of
22 5/8 inches.
• Kathy L. Smith of Goodyear, AZ won $300 for the
third highest tagged trout.
• James McCall of Santa Maria won $250 for the
third longest trout of 22”.
• The $50 Dutch Wilson prize to the oldest angler
was awarded to 88-year-old William Massa from
Santa Maria. Way to go—keep fishing!
• The Neal Taylor “Most Productive Angler Award”
went to the first person each day to catch the trout
limit. Saturday’s $50 winner was Kendrick Guehr
of Solvang and Sunday’s $50 winner was Randy
Smith of Alhambra.
• Randy Smith of Alhambra won the $25 prize for
catching the shortest trout of 10 ¼”.
•

•

•

•

First prize for the longest trout caught by a girl 1115 years old went to Kathy Echevaria , 13 of
Buellton for an 18 1/8” trout.
Second prize for the longest trout caught by a girl
11-15 years old went to Kylie Bright, 12, of Arroyo
Grande for a 16” trout.
First prize for longest trout caught by a boy 11-15
years old went to Sammy Ramirez, age 11, from
Lompoc. His fish was 18 ¾ inches and 2.94 lbs.
Second prize for longest trout in the 11-15 boys’
category went to Matthew Najera from Santa
Barbara, who caught an 18 ¾-inch fish and 2.34
lbs.

	
  

The top five children each won $25 and a rod and reel for
their longest fish in the kids 10 and under category:
• Cody Bridges of Santa Maria at 21 ¼ inch
• Connor Struven from Buellton at 18 ¾ inch
• Brooke Tosti from Santa Barbara at 18 5/8 inch
• Benjamin Boeffeker from Santa Barbara at 18 ¼
inch
• Roman Stillwell from Los Olivos at 18 ¼ inch
And five more children each won a rod and reel combo for
ages 10 and younger:
• Connor Streett from Santa Barbara at 18 1/8 inch
• Amethyst Erickson from Ventura at 17 ½ inch
• Camden Millington from Santa Barbara at 17 ¼
inch
• Gary McComb from Santa Barbara at 17 1/8 inch
• Derek True from Carpinteria at 15 ½ inch

Win some, lose some! The first two trout entered on
Saturday were by Zachery Williams and his
grandfather Shannon Newby, both from Santa Maria.
Neither won a prize! Maybe next year! Another story is
about Catalina Kett, fishing with her father Eric Kett.
Catalina caught and entered a qualifying fish on the
first day. Next, she upgraded her entry with another
trout of the same length, but a little heavier. Her name
remained on the scoreboard for two days until being
bumped by bigger fish entered in the last hours of the
derby. Win some, lose some! That’s fishing!
Special thanks to our wonderful volunteers and many
generous donors and to those that registered as
fisherpersons!
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Trout Derby
Sponsorships
Platinum
$10,000
Charlie Alva
Silver (Osprey)
$2,500
Wilson Printing
Foundation Council
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash
Indians
Derby Sponsor
$500
Jerry & Sandi Witcher
Community West Bank
Rocky Mountain Recreation Co.
Roger Millikan
MarBorg Industries
Coastal Angler Magazine
Knight Broadcasting, Inc
Been There, Caught That
PARTNER:
Cachuma Lake Recreation Area

Donations
Charles Alva
Rosemary Arnold
Arnoldi’s LLC
Eileen Aylesworth
Susan Burmood
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash
Indians
Coastal Angler Magazine
Dick & Lois Cofiell
Community West Bank
D. L. Electric, Inc.
Kirby & Judy Duncan
Federal Drug Company
Lisa French
Gil Graves
Barbara & Jim Gutmann
Zelda Hughes
Knight Broadcasting, Inc.

Lenz Pest Control
MarBorg Industries
Jerry & Patricia Martin
Julie McDonald & Ross
Bill McCallister
Lowell & Shirley McLellan
Tommie Miller
Roger Millikan
Peri & Alvarado CPA, Inc.
Stephanie Phelps
Rockwell Family Trust
Rocky Mountain Recreation Co.
Annie Ruano
Bob Runnels
Carol Smagala
Sam Smith
State Farm Insurance
Linda Taylor
Sarah Weems
Ron Wilmot
Wilson Printing
Sandi & Jerry Witcher

Merchandise Donations
About Faces Salon – Debbie
Mitterer & Denise Cooper
AJ Spurs
Alan Freeman
Alliant Media Group, Inc.
All Pro Roofing
American Host
Angler’s Den
Anytime Fitness
Artful Angler
Beachside Bar & Café
Been There, Caught That
Big 5 Sporting Goods, S.B.
Buttonwood Farms
Caribbean Coffee Company
Channel City Lumber
Circle Bar B Guest Ranch
Clavo Cellars
Cody's Cafe
Condor Express
Harry De Witt
John & Carolyn Dougherty
Elephant Bar Restaurant
Figueroa Farms
Fish Creek Spinners
Folio Paper Press Post
Gino's Pizza
Goleta Valley Athletic Club
Goleta Valley Paint
Grey Wolf Cellars
Jim & Barbara Gutmann

Susan Ham
Karolyn Hanna
Harrison’s Hardware
Hitching Post II Restaurant
Hook, Line & Sinker
Ian’s Tire & Auto Repair
International House of Pancakes
Jedlicka’s
J. E. Sherry Company
J&T Tackle
Jesse’s Shoe Repair
Brian Lincoln
Pam & Steve LoGuericio
and “the Crew on the Hill”
Longhorn Restaurant
Lundy’s Landing
Merle Norman
Tomista Miller
Monarch Dunes Golf Course
Mother Hubbard's Restaurant
Mountain Air Sports
Nardonne’s La Famiglia Pizzeria
Olivera’s Express Lube
Patco Jewelers
Performance Fitness
Petrini's Italian Restaurant
Prestige Car Wash
Rio Vista Chevrolet
River Course at the Alisal
Annie Ruano
Salon Jia Rae
Sambo’s Restaurant
Sams Outdoorsman
Santa Barbara County Parks
Santa Barbara Sailing Center
Sherwood Lake Club
Snaggle Tooth Fishing Rods
South Coast Deli
Spectrum Athletic Club
Starbucks – Goleta
Sunrize Tackle, Inc.
Surf to Summit
The Links at Vista Del Hombre
Tom’s Burgers
Trader Joe’s - Goleta
Tri-Valley Trophies
Upham Hotel
Bruce Vanderhoef
Vons-Goleta
Western Outdoor News

THANK YOU to our many
generous donors!
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and to touch the blue eyed skink (beautiful, vivid
blue).
Thank you to each of the twelve NTNC volunteers,
two campground hosts, and our Naturalist who
remembered to have the sprinklers turned off!
Everyone did their tasks well to make this program
successful. Together we did it again! (For the
twelfth year!!)

Book Sale and Call for Treasures!
This alligator got lots of attention!

Saving Wildlife International
by Barbara Gutmann

On Saturday, May 5th about 140 people gathered on
the front lawn in front of the Nature Center to
experience the Saving Wildlife International
presentation of wild animals and birds. Steve
Mehren gave us all much to contemplate and
remember. Ten very unique specimens were
introduced and discussed. (It is worth noting that
our resident crows gave a raucous challenge to these
interlopers who seemingly ignored the challenge.)
Steve also spoke to the environmental issues
affecting the animals as their habitats become
polluted and destroyed by expanding housing
developments and industrialization. The
conservation of clean water has become of utmost
importance. He even suggested that when engaged
in brushing our teeth we turn off the water while
brushing to save many gallons of water.
Steve is an animated speaker who knows his
subjects well. Where he could, he related his
collection to their local relatives. The visitors
included a young (and very active) mandril
(baboon) of west Africa; a red tailed boa; an
African shiny black and white crow); a dark
colored, bright eyed opossum; a tawny colored
long eared desert fox (a Fennel fox); a small
alligator who may have a stunted growth problem
due to a non-nutritious diet in his early life; a blue
tongued skink; a six banded armadillo; a California
desert tortoise; and a very hairy black tarantula.
After the formal program many of the audience
crowded the presenter’s table to get a closer look

"Hooked on Books" had a grand re-opening on
April 14 after being closed 2 months for a fantastic
remodel of all the shelves and interior of garage. If
you haven't been by to see the new set up, please
come for a visit.
Large crowds are expected this summer and there is
a need for TRINKETS and TREASURES to sell
along with the books. All "treasures" are now on
rolling carts so there is no room for large rummage,
but we do need those attention getting small
items.....puzzles and games, playing
cards, knickknacks, jewelry of all kinds, "vintage"
items, small toys and kids' stuff, decorator and
kitchen items, kitsch and just plain fun things. .
Drop off donations during any Nature Center hours
at the garage. If you need a donation receipt, leave a
note with your name and address. Your continued
support is truly what makes this fund-raiser such a
winner!

Kids Learn Birds
The "Kids Learn Birds" workshop is scheduled for
Tues & Thurs, June 26 & 28, 2012 from 9:00 AM noon. It is a two-day workshop for kids ages 9-15.
They will learn the basics of bird identification,
habitats, and how to use field guides & binoculars
(provided). Time will be spent outdoors in the park,
on a pontoon boat, & in the classroom. This event is
cosponsored by Santa Barbara County Parks and the
Neal Taylor Nature Center. There is limited space
so registration is required. Fees are $15 per child
and $10 per vehicle for Park Admission. To
register and for more information call (805) 6884515.
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Book Note: California
Chaparral
by Joann Ganapes
For Southern Californians, chaparral is an
ever present fact of life. It surrounds our
environment and is the dominant habitat.
But few of us take time to delve into the
dynamics of this habitat. Introduction to
California Chaparral, by Ronald D. Quinn
and Sterling C. Keeley, provides an
excellent exploration of the complex
relationship of the forces that shape the
chaparral: climate, fire and adaptation of
living organisms. This natural history
guide, now available in the Nature Center’s
Gift Shop, opens up the amazingly diverse
and complex world of an ecological
community which stretches from Oregon to
Baja.
In Southern California’s Mediterranean
Climate, the Pacific high pressure area
moves south with the sun. Winter storms are
then able to move into the resulting low
pressure zone, bringing a season of rain.
This is followed by the long drought months
of spring and summer. Chaparral plants
have, over millennia, adapted to this
rain/drought cycle through a number of
strategies for survival. Dominant plants
such as chamise, ceonothus, and manzanita,
have evolved as low growing shrubs with
small leaves in order to conserve energy
during the long dry season and unpredictable
precipitation. Seeds work their way into the
soil awaiting the rains and fires that will
release them from dormancy to germinate.
Burls at the base of these plants allow them
to sprout new growth after fire, ensuring
regeneration of the vegetation.
When fires burn wide swaths of chaparral
vegetation, they open up great spaces to the
sun and trigger the fire cycle. The authors
describe the fire cycle as a five to seven year
recovery period during which there is a
predictable succession of plant growth until
the dense growth of the chaparral shrubs

once again establishes itself. This
succession, from the transient herbaceous
and sub-shrubs that thrive in the first few
years after a fire, to the dominant woody
shrubs of the mature chaparral are discussed
in depth, with a wealth of photographs to
enhance the text.
Animals, too, are covered – from those that
thrive during the fire-following period, to
those that ultimately dominate in the
recovered chaparral shrub vegetation.
Kangaroo rats, who get their name because
of their habit of hopping several feet as they
move along, find the chaparral hospitable
following a fire because of the newly
opened spaces, while wood rats prefer the
dense mat of shrubs, running along the
intertwined low-growing branches of the
mature growth.
Finally, the authors examine the role of
human activity on the chaparral. Plants and
animals are threatened by the pressures of
human development as well as humancaused fires so closely spaced that the plants
(and therefore the animals) do not have the 5
to 7 years required for full regeneration.
Invasive plant species and the effects of
global warming are also taking a toll on the
chaparral. The authors suggest that
awareness and thoughtful public policy will
help us live in harmony with this unique
ecological community.

Final Leader Board
On the next page is a photo of the
leader board at the weigh-in
station taken just five minutes
after the firing of the flare that
signals the end of the trout derby
for this year. If you are on the
board, you are a winner. If not,
come back next year.
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Final Leader Board - 12:05 PM Sunday April 15, 2012
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Neal Taylor Nature Center
at Cachuma Lake
2265 Highway 154
Santa Barbara, CA 93105
(805) 693-0691
Exec. Director – Julie McDonald
julie@clnaturecenter.org

Board of Directors
President - Barbara Gutmann
Vice President - Kirby Duncan
Sec./Treas. - Lowell McLellan
Director - Dave Hale
Director - Sandi Witcher
Director - Carol Smagala
Director – John Henigin

Docent Officers
President – Open
Vice President – Open
co-Secretaries - Annie Ruano
Joann Ganapes
Treasurer - Bob Runnels

S. B. County Park
Naturalist Office
(805) 688-4515
Park Naturalist - Liz M. Gaspar

Weekly Events

Coming Special Events

Guided Nature Walk

Adult Fishing Workshop

Sat. 10:00 - 11:30 am
Meet at the Nature Center

Sat. Jun 2, 9 am to noon.
Meet at the Nature Center
See article on page 1.

Junior Rangers
Sat. 12:30 - 1:30 pm
Meet at the Nature Center

Food for Thought lecture
by Joan Lentz

Nature Center

Sun. June 10, 2-4 pm
Recreation Hall
See article on page 1.

Mon
closed
Tue – Sat 10 am to 4 pm
Sun
10 am to 2 pm

Wildlife Cruises
Fri
3 to 5 pm
Sat
10 am to noon & 3 to 5 pm
Sun
10 to noon
Reservations are recommended
Call (805) 686-5050 weekdays,
or (805) 686-5055 on week-ends.

Kids Learn Birds
Tues. & Thurs. June 26 &28
9 am to noon
See article on page 5.

Save the Date:
Next year's Trout Derby
April 20 and 21, 2013

