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Eighteenth Annual Trout Derby 
by Kirby Duncan 

 
The Neal Taylor Nature Center at Cachuma 
Lake will hold the 18th Annual Trout Derby 
on April 20 and 21. The derby is the major 
fund raising event for the Center that was 
founded by the late Neal Taylor in 1988. 
 
Cachuma Lake has been planted with 
thousands of pounds of trout during the past 
year. Trout plants are scheduled for  
Wed., April 3rd, and a special plant on 
Thursday, April 18th of 4000 pounds of 
Calaveras trout with hundreds of tagged trout 
and trophy fish of 10 pounds plus! There will 
be plenty of trout to be caught during the 
derby. $5,000 in cash prizes in various 
categories is guaranteed, including $2,000 for 
the highest numbered tagged fish and $1,000 
for the longest trout. In addition, there are 
fifteen other cash prizes and rods and reels for 
lucky anglers. Registered individuals must be 
4 years or older to participate. A registered 
angler is eligible for door prizes to be given 
away at the Awards Program on Sunday at 
1:00 pm at Fireside Theater. Door prize 
winners must be present; cash prizes will be 
mailed if the winner is not present. Entry fees 
are $35 if postmarked by April 6; $40 
thereafter. Children 4 to 10 years may register 
for $10. 
 
Children’s activities will be organized on the 
lawn in front of the Nature Center on 
Saturday from 1 to 3 pm. This free event is 
usually well attended with children having a 
great time working on arts and crafts projects. 
There's lots of laughing and messy activities 
and parents have fun too! Folks are 

encouraged to visit the Nature Center during 
the children’s activities or at other hours 
during the weekend. Knowledgeable docents 
and volunteers will gladly show visitors the 
exhibits on plants, animals and other topics. 
There are many hands-on exhibits for children 
to experience. Two-hour wildlife cruises on 
the lake, led by the park naturalist, are $15 for 
adults,  and $7 for children 4 to 12 years. 
Reservations are recommended by calling 
(805) 686-5050 or by going to the main gate 
in person. 
 
A book and treasures sale will be held at the 
Nature Center Saturday from 10 until 3 pm 
and from 10 until 2 pm on Sunday. This is 
also a fund raising event for the Nature Center 
and visitors are encouraged to see the 
hundreds of books and special items. “What’s 
Up at Cachuma Lake,” a program about 
fishing on the lake and some “fish stories” 
will be given by local fisherman, Harry 
DeWitt, at 7:00 pm Friday evening April 19 at 
Fireside Theater. Visitors may purchase raffle 
tickets for many valuable prizes beginning at 
noon on Friday, April 19 and continuing 
through the weekend until Sunday noon. 
Winning tickets will be drawn at the Sunday 
Awards Program beginning at 1:00 at Fireside 
Theater. Winners do not need to be present. 
Folks may call the Trout Derby Hotline for 
up-to-date information (805) 693-8381 or 
visit us at  www.TroutDerby.org. 
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Saving Wildlife International 
 
On Saturday morning, May 18th at 11 am Saving 
Wildlife International of Malibu, CA, under the 
direction of Steve Mehren, will introduce a variety 
of wild animals and birds on the lawn in front of the 
Neal Taylor Nature Center at Cachuma Lake.   
These creatures cared for by SWI are being 
rehabilitated and are meant to be returned to the 
wild.  If this proves to be impossible they are given a 
permanent home at SWI. 
Steve tries to bring animals and birds native to our 
area.  When this is not possible he relates their 
similarities to their relatives who live here. 

This very popular program was first offered in the 
year 2000 when it was underwritten by a friend of 
the Nature Center, Ray Deutsch, the Senior Architect 
and Community Relations Director at Westberg + 
White Architects and Planners of Santa Maria. Ray 
passed away recently.  Through various grants and 
many donations the Nature Center, a non-profit 
organization within the Cachuma Lake County Park, 
has been able to offer this and other programs free of 
charge. If you are interested in underwriting this or 
other programs at the Nature Center, please contact 
Julie McDonald, executive director at 805-729-2246.  
(There is a $10.00 per car admission fee to enter the 
park.) Please, no dogs or pets allowed 

 

Hooked on Books Going Strong 
   
What do the Harvard Classics, a hand-knitted 
afghan, Harry Potter and a fish net have in 
common?  
 
All were donated to the Nature Center Hooked on 
Books (and other treasures) fund-raiser sales. 
  
With all donated merchandise---from an antique 
homing pigeon "launcher" to the latest John Grisham 
novel---the Saturday sales are very popular and a 
steady income to support the work of the Neal 
Taylor Nature Center.  A hearty THANK YOU to all 
who make this possible. There is no way we 
could personally thank everyone...especially since so 
many great books and other treasures simply "show 
up" on the pricing table with no name of a donor!  
But those we know of who donated in January -
March are: 
 
Eileen Avery 
Cachuma Press 
Dick and Lois Cofiell 
Pat Donato 
Irene Drennan 
Peter Dullea 
Kirby and Judy Duncan 
Lucy Egger 
Jacque Fondren 
Liz Gaspar 
Dan & Linda Gordon 
Barbara Gutmann 
Dave & Barbara Hale 
John Henigin 
Julie Isabelle 
Valera Johnson 
Ellie Jones 
Melissa Kelly 
Julie McDonald 
Nicole Neal 
Patrice Nelson 
Judith Pancake 
Halli Peterson 
June Pusley 
Sheryl Roberts 
Shayna Rockwell 
Annie Ruano 
Valerie Ross-Smith 
Brett & Nancy Stearns 
Barbara Suduth 
Susan and Bruce Vanderhoef 
Vineyard Elementary School c/o Susan Sonne 
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Welcome Back Hilde and Rudi 
 
Great news - Rudi and Hilde Bender will be 
returning for their 5th season as camp hosts at the 
Nature Center on April 7th!  We are so excited to 
see them and have their expertise and help for our 
upcoming Trout Derby as well as running the day-
to-day operations at the Nature Center through 
mid-September. 
 
 We are also looking forward to hearing about 
Rudi and Hilde’s fall and winter adventures. In 
late August 2012 Rudi and Hilde embarked on a 
trip of a lifetime traveling for 6 weeks through 
Europe - some of it as part of a river cruise along 
the Danube.  A few of the cities they visited along 
the way were Passau, Germany, Vienna, Austria, 
Bratislava, Slovakia & Budapest, Hungary. They 
shared that it was a beautiful way to travel through 
the country side and get a lesson in history at the 
same time.  They have promised us all a slideshow 
after they are all settled in. 
 
Rudi and Hilde will be traveling to Cachuma from 
their winter camp host job at Westwind RV and 
Golf Resort in Yuma, Arizona where they both 
work at the golf shop as winter camp hosts. 
 

Volunteers Wanted 
It takes many hands at work to make the events, 
programs and displays available to our visitors, 
campers, and school groups. We do this at no cost 
to the visitors, as far as possible. The Neal Taylor 
Nature Center is a non-profit organization that is 
completely separate from Santa Barbara County 
and the Cachuma Lake Recreation Area. We work 
cooperatively with them, and they with us, but we 
raise needed funds on our own and depend on 

volunteers to make our programs work. 
 
Those of us who are involved find the work 
challenging yet rewarding. We learn a lot about 
the nature around us as we help others learn. All is 
not work however. Our volunteers like to socialize 
and have fun together. Think about joining us. 
Volunteer groups constantly evolve, so we are 
always on the lookout for new helpers. 
Our needs are varied. We have many niches for 
folks with diverse skills. For example: 
 
* Weekly running of the Center and the Gift Shop 
in three hour shifts.  
 
* Help with school groups, explaining exhibits, 
answering questions and leading short nature 
walks. 
 
* Planning, making, and refurbishing exhibits. We 
have good shop facilities to make this possible. 
 
* Help with bulk mailings, getting the newsletter 
out, other office work. 
 
* Planning events like the Trout Derby and 
working on the event when it happens. The Trout 
Derby is our major fund raiser of the year. 
 
* Working on our ongoing book sales, either 
during the sales as cashier, for instance, or behind 
the scenes receiving book donations, cataloging  
and pricing them, and arranging shelving and 
displays. This activity has become a major 
fundraiser as well. (You get to borrow books that 
come in for free!). 
 
* Working with the county naturalists on 
programs for campers, birders, and others 
interested in learning about nature. The annual 
bald eagle count is one example. 
 
A great way to be introduced to the Center and the 
wonderful volunteers that make up its corps is to 
sign-up to help with our upcoming Trout Derby on 
April 19th, 20th and 21st.  Dick Cofiell, long time 
docent and Trout Derby Committee co-chair 
would love to hear from you and can be reached at 
805-895-4853. To find out about other volunteer 
opportunities at the Nature Center call Julie at 
805-729-2246. 
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New Members since Feb. 2013 

 
Sustaining 
Leo and Patti Sandow 
 
Associate 
Kirby and Judy Duncan 
George W. Jones 
Jeff and Lisa Logan 
Ron and Sandra Wilmot 
 
Family 
Van and Diane Barr 
Robert and Donna Crowe 
Joe and Penny Knowles 
 
Donations: 
Anonymous $1000 

 
 
 

Thank you, Roger! 
by Lowell McLellan 

 
Roger Millikan, the editor of the Nature Center’s 
newsletter The Flyer since early 2006, will be stepping 
down after this issue. He became a docent volunteer in 
2004. His interests in photography, birding and web 
page design were quickly put to work in many of the 
Center’s activities. 
 
Roger has a very interesting background. After growing 
up in Kentucky and going to college at Oberlin (Ohio), 
he came west and did graduate work at UC Berkeley, 
receiving his Ph.D. in physical chemistry in 1956. There 
followed ten years working at the General Electric 
Research Laboratory (in New York) studying flames, 
detonations and shock waves. Hot stuff! But in 1967 the 
lure of the west coast was irresistible. He joined the 
chemistry department at UCSB as a professor, and 
taught there for 25 years, retiring in 1992. There 
followed a transition period in which Roger taught 
numerous courses on a recall basis. Finally in 2000 he 
really retired. 
 
The invention of digital cameras aroused Roger’s 
interest in birding and bird photography. What started as 
a hobby became a passion, and then a business. Roger 
has published two bird books – Birds of Lake Cachuma, 
and The Birds of Lake Los Carneros. Also, he supplies 
bird photos to go with the bird column that appears in 
the Santa Barbara News-Press each Wednesday. Roger 
has served as the official photographer for the annual 
Trout Derby for many years. 
 

The docents, volunteers, staff and board of the Nature 
Center wish to express their gratitude for all of the many 
hours Roger has devoted, not only as editor of the 
newsletter, but in various other ways he has helped as a 
Nature Center volunteer. Thank you, Roger. 
 

 

Recognition for Our Volunteers 
  
The NTNC board hosted the annual fall Volunteer 
Recognition Dinner  to thank and honor the many hard-
working people who make the Nature Center such a 
success.  Special awards were given to three 
outstanding individuals for 2012. 
  
 Docent of the Year Award:  Diana Hawkins. 
Diana joined the NC in June 2009 working on the book 
sale fund-raisers.  When the position of volunteer 
manager of the Gift Shop became vacant at a crucial 
time, Diana stepped in and took over the job in April 
2010.  She has performed this complex and detail-
demanding task in a very organized and professional 
manner that made the Gift Shop an inviting place for 
visitors as well as making money to support the NC 
activities.  Diana also made time to continue working at 
the book sales, the Trout Derby and other  volunteer 
duties. 
  
Maggie Klages Award: Barbara Gutmann. 
This award is given for extraordinary accomplishment, 
usually over a period of time, to further the goals of the 
Nature Center.  Barbara became a docent in 1996 and 
has been exceedingly active in NC management, events, 
and operations.  She held numerous docent organization 
positions including secretary, vice-president and 
president and also is a  member of the Board of 
Directors, which she is currently serving as president.  
Barbara gives 100 percent  whether as  our 
spokesperson,  planning the Saving Wildlife program, or 
 as a Center host.  
  
Special Service Award: Liz Gaspar. 
Liz became an assistant naturalist in 1995 and in 2000 
was promoted to  naturalist by the SB County Parks 
Department.   In both capacities she has been a valuable 
partner to the Nature Center and a constant support of 
our educational mission.  Among her many contributions 
she provides nature walks, guides groups of school 
children through the Center, planted a garden of natural 
grasses in our backyard, helps with Creepy Creatures 
event, and  is our go-to interpretive expert.  She attends 
docent meetings to keep us informed on the activities of 
 the County Parks Department and  the latest nature 
news  on the lake and surrounding area.  
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Friend Builder Eagle Cruise 
 
On Sunday, March 3rd the Nature Center hosted a "friend builder" cruise in partnership with the County 
Parks Dept.  It was a beautiful day at Cachuma – warm with a light cloud cover making it a perfect day 
for bird and wildlife sightings. The pontoon boat Osprey was filled to capacity with Nature Center 
supporters of all ages and Nature Center board members Kirby Duncan, Lowell McLellan, Dave and Barb 
Hale, Sandi and Jerry Witcher along with executive director Julie McDonald - all present to welcoming 
guest aboard and wish everyone a bon voyage.  
After an informative introduction by county parks naturalist Rosey Bishop, binoculars were distributed 
and we were ready for a day of exploring and discovery at Cachuma. Rosey did a glorious job of guiding 
us and pointing out wildlife that included - red tail hawks, merganser ducks, osprey, loons, great blue 
herons, grebes, several different sightings of deer, turkey vultures, mallards and more!  
After the cruise we all returned to the Nature Center for a beautiful reception prepared by our board 
president Barbara Gutmann and volunteers Judy Duncan and Shirley McLellan. 
The warmth, sharing and setting of both the cruise and the reception at the Nature Center highlighted how 
special this place is and why we all keep coming back for more.  
 
 

This is waiting to greet you at the entrance kiosk 
 
 

 



 7 
Trout Derby Participants: 

In case our mailing to you went astray or 
you misplaced it, we reprint here the key 
info and the mail-in form for your use. 

 
 
 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 

Individual Registrations: 
$35.00 -Postmark by April 6, 2013 
$40.00 -Postmark after April 6, 2013 

Children 4-10 years old $10.00  
 

To preregister complete one 
Registration Form for each individual 
and return with the appropriate fee(s) to 
the address below. Additional 
registration forms may be photocopied 
or downloaded from 
www.troutderby.org.   

 
Payment for registration may be made 
by cash, check or credit card (Visa or 
Master Card).  Make checks payable 
to The Neal Taylor Nature Center. 
Mail to: 
       The Neal Taylor Nature Center 
         2265 Highway 154 
         Santa Barbara, CA 93105 

 
Registration packets, which include 
your ID badge, will be mailed for only 
preregistrations received by April 6, 
2013.  
 
Packets for any entries received on 
or after April 6, 2013 may be picked 
up at the WILL CALL table at Trout 
Derby Headquarters beginning at 
noon on Friday, April 19, 2013. 

 
Individuals may also register in 
person anytime during the Trout Derby 
at Headquarters beginning at noon on 
Friday, April 19, 2013.  

 
 

Registrations are not 
transferable or refundable. 

 
 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Please PRINT/TYPE ONE FORM for each entrant 

 
NAME        
 
AGE    (if 15 or under) 
 
PARENT’S FULL NAME  (if 18 or under) 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
 
      
 
CITY      
 
STATE   ZIP   
 
PHONE #  ( )    
 
E-MAIL       
 
 
 
 
Tax deductible donation   $_________ 
Trout Derby Registration  $_________ 
Total payment enclosed   $_________ 

___Check  ____Cash  or  
 
__Credit Card:  €VISA  € MasterCard  
Account # 

____________________________ 

Security code (3 digit # on back of card) ________ 

Expiration date _______________________ 

Signature 

_____________________________ 

How did you first hear about this event?  
€ Have attended in the past 
€ Newspaper or magazine  
€ Recreation Area Marina or Store  
€ Other store or business  
€ Another person 
€ TV/Radio 
€ Other _________________________ 

Tear off and return with payment.  
Keep rest of form for reference. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neal Taylor Nature Center 
at Cachuma Lake 
2265 Highway 154 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
(805) 693-0691 
 
Exec. Director – Julie McDonald 
julie@clnaturecenter.org 
 
Board of Directors 
President - Barbara Gutmann 
Vice President - Kirby Duncan 
Sec./Treas. - Lowell McLellan  
Director - Dave Hale 
Director - Sandi Witcher 
Director – John Henigin 
Director – Charles Faulding 
 
S. B. County Park 
Naturalist Office 
(805) 688-4515 
Park Naturalist - Liz Gaspar 
Seasonal Naturalist - Rosey Bishop 

Cachuma Lake Recreation 
Area Nature Events 
 
Guided Nature Walk 
Sat. 10:00 - 11:30 am 
Meet at the Nature Center 
 
Junior Rangers 
Sat. 12:30 - 1:30 pm 
Meet at the Nature Center 
 
Wildlife Cruises 
Fri 3 to 5 pm  
Sat 10 am to noon & 3 to 5 pm 
Sun       10 to 12 noon 
 
Reservations are recommended 
 
Fees: Adults $15, kids $7. Sorry no 
kids under 4. Bring a warm jacket. 
Meet at marina 1/2 hour before 
departure.  
Call (805) 686-5050 weekdays, or 
(805) 686-5055 on week-ends

Nature Center and Gift Shop 
hours 
Mon         closed 
Tue – Sat 10 am to 4 pm 
Sun    10 am to 2 pm  
 

Coming Special Events 
 
Trout Derby 
April 20 and 21 
See page 1 and 3 for details! 
 
Used Book Sales 
Sat. April 20th 10 to 3 
Sun. April 21  10 to 2 
Sat. May 18th  10 to 2 
Sat. May 25th   10 to 2 
At the Nature Center 
 
Saving Wildlife International 
Sat. May 18th 
11 am, Nature Center lawn 
See page 2 for details.
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