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Seventeenth Annual Trout Derby
By Kirby Duncan
The newly renamed Neal Taylor Nature Center at
Cachuma Lake will hold the 17th Annual Trout
Derby on April 14 and 15. The derby is the
major fund raising event for the Center that was
founded by the late Neal Taylor in 1988. Mr.
Taylor passed away February 15, 2011.
Cachuma Lake has been planted with thousands of
pounds of trout during the past year. An
additional 4,500 pounds of “tailwalker trout” will
be planted April 4, 2012. Tailwalker’s are large
fish that fight hard, sometimes on the surface
when hooked. Another 4,000 pounds of trout,
including several hundred tagged fish, will be
planted on April 13. There will be plenty of trout
to be caught during the derby.
$5,000 in cash prizes in various categories is
guaranteed, including $2,000 for the highest
numbered tagged fish and $1,000 for the longest
trout. In addition, there are fifteen other cash
prizes and rods and reels for lucky anglers.
Registered individuals must be 4 years or older to
participate. A registered angler is eligible for
door prizes to be given away at the Awards
Program on Sunday at 1:00 pm at Fireside
Theater. Door prize winners must be present; cash
prizes will be mailed if the winner is not present.
Entry fees are $35 if postmarked by March 31;
$40 thereafter. Children 4 to 10 years may
register for $10.
Children’s activities will be organized on the lawn
in front of the Nature Center on Saturday from 1
to 3 pm. This free event is usually well attended
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with children having a great time working on arts
and crafts projects. Lots of laughing and messy
activities; parents have fun too!
Folks are encouraged to visit the Nature Center
during the children’s activities or at other hours
during the weekend. Knowledgeable docents and
volunteers will gladly show visitors the exhibits
on plants, animals and other topics. There are
many hands-on objects for children to experience.
Two-hour wildlife cruises on the Lake, led by the
Park Naturalist, are $15 for adults; $7 for children
4 to 12 years. Reservations are recommended;
call (805) 686-5050 or go to the main gate in
person.
A book sale with select yard sale items will be
held at the Nature Center Saturday from 10 until 3
pm. This is also a fund raising event for the
Nature Center and visitors are encouraged to see
the hundreds of books and special items.
“What’s Up at Cachuma Lake,” a program about
fishing on the Lake and some “fish stories” will be
given by local fisherman, Ron Wilmot, at 7:00
pm. Friday evening April 13, at Fireside Theater.
Visitors may purchase raffle tickets for many
valuable prizes beginning at noon on Friday, April
13 and continuing through the weekend until
Sunday noon. Winning tickets will be drawn at
the Sunday Awards Program, beginning at 1:00 at
Fireside Theater. Winners do not need to be
present.
Folks may call the Trout Derby Hotline for up to
date information (805) 693-8381.
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Our Directors Elect
New Officers
The Neal Taylor Nature Center at Cachuma
Lake is pleased to announce the election of new
officers to its board of directors. The office of
President will be held by Barbara Gutmann.
Barbara has been active in the organization as
both a docent and board member for several
years. She most recently has served as the
Secretary of the board of directors and is
currently co-chairing the vibrant and highly
successful Recruitment/Training committee.
Kirby Duncan will continue in his office as
Vice President. Kirby has been an active
member of the board of directors for many
years and frequently volunteers at the many
special events held by the Nature Center as
well as being the chair of the annual Trout
Derby. Lowell McLellan will assume the role
of Secretary/Treasurer. Prior to this election,
Lowell has been the Treasurer of the board of
directors for the past 3 years Dave Hale, John
Henigin, Carol Smagala and Sandi Witcher
return as dedicated, active board members.
Due to personal commitments and travel plans,
the new officers will take office effective July
2012. Until that date, the current 2011 board
officers will remain in office.

Saving Wildlife International
Saving Wildlife International under the
direction of Steve Mehren of Malibu will be
coming to the Neal Taylor Nature Center on
Saturday, May 5th at 11 AM. The program
will be held on the lawn at the Nature Center.
Please note that this is a change of date for this
event.
Steve will be bringing wild animals which can
no longer live on their own because of injury or
other reasons. The request has been made to
include only animals representative of our area;
however, this is rarely possible. Consequently
Steve will explain the relationship between
those animals presented and their local
relatives.
This will be the twelfth year that this very
popular educational program will be presented.
There is no cost to attend this popular event,
however, there is a $10 per auto charge to enter
Cachuma Lake Recreation Area where the
nature center is located. NO DOGS OR
OTHER PETS may attend, since their presence
may upset the visiting wildlife.

Joan Lentz to Speak at Center

The Neal Taylor Nature Center at Cachuma
Lake board of directors is a committed,
cohesive and diverse group dedicated to the
success and growth of the Nature Center. If
you are interested in joining the board, please
contact Julie McDonald, Executive Director at
805-729-2246.

Well-known local birder, lecturer, and
naturalist Joan Lentz will present a talk at the
Neal Taylor Nature Center on Sunday, June 10,
as part of the Center’s Food for Thought
Program. Joan has just completed her most
recent book, A Naturalist’s Guide to the Santa
Barbara Region, which is to be published in
2013.

Docent Organization Delays
Election

Her talk will focus on a discussion of why the
natural history of our region is so special. In it
she will step back and take an overview of our
corner of California – San Luis Obispo, Santa
Barbara, and Ventura Counties – and explain
the big concepts that have resulted in habitats
for plants and animals here that are absolutely
unique. The talk will be held from 2 to 4 p.m.
in the Cachuma Lake Recreation Hall, and is
free with the price of park admission.

Docent Elections scheduled for March 14, have
been postponed until May 9, to allow the
nominating committee to replace Linda Taylor
who declined the nomination for President and
Patricia Martin who declined the nomination
for secretary.
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A New Look for Hooked on Books
By Susan Ham and Bruce Vanderhoef
The very popular used book sales at Hooked on
Books (the Nature Center garage) will be much
more user friendly thanks to an almost
completed remodel. Volunteers will no longer
have to carry fifty plus heavy boxes of books out
to the driveway and buyers will find their
favorite authors organized by genre and alphabet.
Besides the hard physical labor to set up and
clean up, the summer sun took it's toll on the
books, volunteers and shoppers.
Three bays of the garage have been filled with
handcrafted bookcases and a storage/stocking
work area. For the past eight weeks many
people have given time to transport materials,
put up drywall, clean, build, paint, move, sort
and restock all the books. The work will be
completed in time for a grand opening on
Saturday, April 14 during Annual Trout Derby
weekend, when NTNC friends, supporters and
visitors can enjoy the fruits of all this donated
labor in a wonderful new arrangement.
Funding for the remodel was provided by a grant
from the Santa Barbara Foundation (which also
funded the garage doors installed last August),
Neil O'Connell, Barbara and Jim Gutmann,
David and Barbara Hale, Lowell and Shirley
McLellan, Ross, Julie McDonald and Bruce
Vanderhoef. Docent Jerry Witcher arranged for
and picked up plywood from the GT Alderman
Construction Company (Jerry Alderman, owner),
Ventura, and drywall from Premier Drywall
(Jerry Amburgey) of Santa Maria. Thank you to
all these donors of cash or in-kind goods.
Neil O'Connell, a current Center park host and
extraordinary carpenter and craftsman, was the
talent and organizer behind the re-model. He
personally did the tear down, reconstruction and
installation. Without Neil this project would
never have been completed in such a
professional and timely manner. His arrival at
the Center was our lucky day and we are truly
indebted to him for sharing his talent. He was
assisted by another able and dedicated host, Joe
Hitchman. Janet O'Connell and Bruce and Jerry.

Bruce Vanderhoef, Neil O'Connell, and Susan
Ham were key players in the game: "Where do
the books go?"

Painters also deserve mention as this was a tough
and messy job. They were Dave and Barbara
Hale, Gil Graves, Terry Burgess, Bruce and
Jerry. Transportation of materials was provided
by Ron Wilmot with his "WWII" vintage trailer
and Bruce and Jerry’s trucks.
Susan Ham and Bruce organized the task of
moving all of the hundreds of books and other
"stuff" in the garage and the re-stocking of the
new shelves. They were assisted by Joann
Ganapes, Shirley McLellan, Shayna Rockwell,
Gil Graves, Lois Cofiell, Barb and Dave Hale,
Jacque Fondren, Linda Taylor, Bill Carter, Karen
Howard, and the Wednesday workers.
Executive Director Julie McDonald wrote the
successful grant to the Santa Barbara Foundation
and coordinated the purchasing, in-coming
donated funds and expense accounting as well as
to cheer us on when we were tired!
Be sure to visit the "new" Hooked on Books
April 14 and think of the Center first with your
donations of books and other items we can sell to
support the great work of the NTNC.
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Donations and Memberships
(January – March 2012)

Donations:
New Frontiers Natural Marketplace
Matthew and Laura Wilson
John Barney
Bruce Vanderhoef
Neil and Janet O’Connell
David and Barbara Hale
Lowell and Shirley McLellan
Barbara and Jim Gutmann
Julie McDonald and Ross

Memberships:
FOUNDER:
Bill and Terri Csete
SUSTAINING:
Rancho de los Tios (In Memory of Denny Treloar)
by Lori Anne Haynes and Lucinda Lee Williams
Leo and Patti Sandow
ASSOCIATE:
Don and Alice Cahill-Henderson
John and Barbara Ahlman
Carson and Sherry Scheller
George and Ellie Jones
Josiah and Karen Jenkins
Don and Dianna Ricky
Neil and Kathleen Hicks
Robert and Judith Manning
Nielsen's Market, Inc. – Rodney Nielsen
Albert and Lynda Terres
Ron and Sandy Wilmot
Carroll and Suzanne Barrymore
Jeff and Lisa Logan
Jerry and Patricia Martin
FAMILY:
Van and Diana Barr
Barbara and Jim Gutmann
INDIVIDUAL:
Helen Brown
Jack Sanford
William Faulding
Julia Wilkerson
Onorina Perry

More Donations
Nancy States – Bird Seed
Estate of Carolyn Bries – Books
Suzanne Isbel – Books

Acorn Woodpeckers
By Bob Runnels
The adult male and female Acorn Woodpeckers
look alike except that the female has a black bar
between her white forehead and red crown. Both
sexes have a black chin, yellowish throat, white
cheeks and forehead and red cap. They are about 9
inches long and have white eyes which is rather rare
in birds. The immature birds look like the males
except their eyes are black. All the birds have a
distinctive call, a raucous “ja-cob, ja-cob, ja-cob”.
Most birds select a mate and the couple stay
together for life, but not the Acorn Woodpeckers.
They live in families of 15 birds max. The family is
composed of cross-breeding males, breeding
females and their non-breeding “helper” off-spring
who help incubate and feed their siblings. Here is an
example of their breeding . Assume 2 crossbreeding males and 2 breeding females. The males
will breed with both females. If a female dies the
males will breed with the remaining female. The
same is true if a male dies. If both of the sexes die,
somehow the word gets around rapidly to the other
families that there is a vacancy. This causes much
commotion, noise and fighting (even air to air
combat). This is the opportunity for “helper” birds
to become breeders which is what they wanted all
along.
(Continued on next page).
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The density of Acorn Woodpeckers is
directly proportional to the number of oak
trees for acorn storage. That is, if there are
no oak trees there are no birds. If there is
only one oak tree there probably will be no
birds. This is because Acorn Woodpeckers
live about 5 years and it is possible that an
oak tree may have an acorn crop failure
during that time. With two or more oaks, the
reliability factor goes up because the
probability of a crop failure of all the trees at
the same time is remote. In an oak woodland
there are lots of woodpeckers. They drill
holes in the granary trees and plant acorns
for the fall harvest. Each family has one or
two granary trees.
They do not plant acorns to raise grubs.
They eat the acorns and feed acorns to their
young. If there is a beetle larvae inside so
much the better. A good source of protein.
In the summertime they eat lots of insects,
tree sap and even lizards. In the wintertime
they may be seen hammering on their acorns
to see if they are tight in their holes. If not
they will move the acorn to another hole or
drill a new one.
The family lays all their eggs in the same
nest. Then the practice of “egg tossing”
begins. First the “‘runt” eggs are tossed.
These are unfertile eggs with no yoke. They
are carried to a crevice in a tree and eaten even the shell which is a good source of
calcium. Then the females take turns tossing
each others eggs. Perhaps out of 15 eggs in a
nest, 8 are incubated and 7 are tossed.
The Acorn Woodpeckers’ range is from the
Columbia River south down the West Coast
of the United States, the Sierra Nevada,
Mexico, the rest of Central America and
recently into Columbia. Acorn
Woodpeckers certainly exhibit complex and
bizarre social behavior.
Source: A lecture on Feb. 2, 2012 by Dr.
Walt Koenig, a Senior Scientist at Cornell
University Lab of Orinthology.

“Tailwalkers” Come to
Cachuma
by Liz Gaspar
Tailwalkers were introduced to Cachuma
Lake in December, 2010 and the first plant
this year of 4500 pounds of fish is scheduled
for April 4. These rainbow trout are
acrobatic and earned the name "Tailwalkers"
for the hard-fighting, above-water "danceon-their-tails" motion they display. Chaulk
Mound Trout Ranch, a family owned and
operated business out of Bridgeport,
Nebraska, raises the fish in pools with strong
currents to condition the fish and take them
to their physical optimum.
Chaulk Mound Trout Ranch specializes in
raising the triploid trout, which are sterile,
and therefore, put more energy into growth
than into reproduction. These fish have a
reputation for strength, size, and beauty.
Boat rentals are available from Cachuma
Marina and Boat rentals, (805) 688-4040.
Fishing from shore is also productive. For
more information about Cachuma Lake and
fishing, as well as launch requirements, go
to www.cachuma.com

Lake and Campground News
In addition to the 7 Yurts for rent, there are
4 new deluxe cabins with kitchens and
satellite TV! For info and reservations go to
www.SBParks.org.
Kayaking and canoeing are now permitted.
The marina has both single and double
kayaks for rent.
The lake level is about 10 feet down from
spilling. This is a good level as far as
launching from the new ramp is concerned.
In addition to the tailwalker plant mentioned
above, 4000 pounds of rainbow trout will be
planted on April 13th. At least 500 pounds
will be big fish (2 lbs. or more).
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passing these ancient traditions on to interested
folks. Jim’s a master practitioner of many martial
disciplines, including tae kwon do, archery,
bujinkan budo taijutsu, and tai chi, and Amanda has
been studying and teaching yoga since 1992.
Welcome!

Welcome To New Camp Hosts
We want to welcome Jim Risinger and Amanda de
la Garza to the Nature Center. Local residents for
many years, the couple are great resources for outof-towners looking for fun and educational things to
do on the Central Coast. They are parents of two
boys, and also certified teachers for kids of all ages
in both yoga and martial arts. Amanda has taught
yoga in many public and private schools, including
as a volunteer at Juvenile Hall in Santa Maria, and
Jim has worked extensively with the Boys & Girls
Clubs of America teaching martial arts to
underserved populations.
Professionally, Jim is a licensed general and
specialty builder and millwright, and since entering
the trades in the 1990s has become known for his
big-beam construction, fine cabinetwork, and
ingenious solutions to tricky construction problems.
He is also a certified permaculturist and is
interested in green building techniques such as cobb
houses, straw bale homes, and “earthships.” Jim is
also a master Reiki healer and masseur. Most of his
building work is in Santa Barbara and Montecito.

Photo by Jeanne Hitchman

Friend Builder Eagle Cruise
On Sunday, February 26th the Nature Center hosted
a friend builder cruise in partnership with County
Parks. It was a beautiful day at Cachuma – sunny
with crispness in the air and the lake sparkling! All
of the guests were met at the loading ramp and were
greeted by board members, Sandi Witcher, Lowell
McLellan, Dave Hale and executive director Julie
McDonald. After a warm welcome Liz Gaspar,
County Parks' naturalist, instructed all of us about
safety on board the vessel. It was an amazing
cruise and Liz shared with us hidden coves on the
north shore of the lake that were teeming with red
tail hawks, osprey and grebes. After the cruise
guests returned to the Nature Center for a wonderful
feast of treats and warm drinks prepared by our
board member Barbara Gutmann and volunteer
Shirley McLellan. It was a magical day out on the
lake and a warm gathering with new friends at the
Nature Center.

Amanda is a freelance writer and editor and has
written three books so far, including the biography
of a spiritual leader, an exploration of the viability
of biomass as an alternative fuel source, and a
compendium of 400 American scientists’
biographies. She is an avid hiker, loves to study
California native botany and wildlife, and races her
2007 MINI Cooper in occasional local autocrosses.
You might see Jim and Amanda in their free time
practicing Filipino fighting sticks on the grass
outside their little Pioneer. Go on over to watch or
ask if you can try it out! They’re both longtime
teachers of their arts, and love nothing more than

Photo by Jeanne Hitchman
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Cachuma Lake Nature Center
2265 Highway 154
Santa Barbara, CA 93105
(805) 693-0691
Exec. Director – Julie McDonald
julie@clnaturecenter.org

Board of Directors
President - Sandi Witcher
Vice President - Kirby Duncan
Secretary - Barbara Gutmann
Treasurer - Lowell McLellan
Director - Dave Hale
Director - Carol Smagala
Director – John Henigin

Docent Officers
President – Linda Taylor
Vice President – Jerry Witcher
co-Secretaries - Annie Ruano
Joann Ganapes
Treasurer - Bob Runnels

S. B. County Park
Naturalist Office
(805) 688-4515
Park Naturalist - Liz M. Gaspar

Weekly Events

Coming Special Events

Guided Nature Walk

Annual Trout Derby

Sat. 10:00 - 11:30 am
Meet at the Nature Center

Saturday and Sunday
April 14 and 15, 2012
See article on page 1.

Junior Rangers
Sat. 12:30 - 1:30 pm
Meet at the Nature Center

Nature Center
Mon
closed
Tue – Sat 10 am to 4 pm
Sun
10 am to 2 pm

Eagle Cruises
Fri
10 am to noon & 2 to 4 pm
Sat
10 am to noon & 2 to 4 pm
Sun
10 to noon
Reservations are recommended
Call (805) 686-5050 weekdays,
or (805) 686-5055 on week-ends.

Saving Wildlife International
Sat. May 5th, 11 am
Nature Center lawn
See article on page 2.

Food for Thought lecture
by Joan Lentz
Sun. June 10, 2-4 pm
Recreation Hall
See article on page 2.

This newsletter is published four
times a year. Comments are
welcome.
rcmillikan@cox.net

